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Charting a New Course
When people attend church for a
wide variety of reasons, church leaders have the complex role of deciphering those needs and making appropriate and meaningful connections. Once
folks build church relationships … even
then, life gets messy. Circumstances
change. People change. And, sometimes, churches change.
Back in 1977, Towson UMC boasted a thriving congregation with a 12person staff and worship attendance
that overflowed into Fellowship Hall.
According to member Lois Winship,
those were “the good ole days” when
a team of 6 to 8 volunteers met at
church to help collate, fold, and staple
the bulletins that she designed on a
mimeograph machine. As church secretary, Winship was responsible for
writing and compiling weekly bulletin
content, creating and cutting stencils
for printing each page, and organizing
and directing the volunteers. At the
time, the church owned a stencil duplicator, or mimeograph, machine.
Winship typed church news and information onto stencils that rolled
through inked cylinders to lay a singlepage image (of type and hand drawn
art) on paper. Each page took one minute to produce. For any mailed correspondence, Winship made individual
member address plates, rolled ink on
each plate and sent the envelopes
through the Addressograph machine.
Now, that’s a labor of love!
“It was so much fun to hang out
together and get the job done,” Winship recalled. “We made it work.”

Through the years, Towson UMC
moved toward colored photocopier
printing and the old equipment disappeared. In 1998, Cathy Anderson
stepped into a church role which
evolved into the current Marketing
and Communications Director position. During her tenure, the church
moved swiftly forward from typewriters, duplicators, copiers, and fax machines to state-of-the-art printing and
production equipment. Today, we use
computer software to design creative
copy and images from a variety of
sources that we can save and share
with others almost immediately. Our
industrial laser printers crank out a
single 10-page, full-color, collated, and
stapled newsletter in less than one
minute. And, our folding machine
tackles large paper batches in mere
minutes. We are so fortunate to possess the tools and equipment we need
to produce high-quality, in-house publications!
At the same time, we are facing a
whole new set of challenges. Globally,
the United Methodist Church is in turmoil and transition. Locally, our Towson UMC congregation and staff are
fractions of what they were in those
“good ole days.” There is fear. There is
denial. And, there is dissent. That’s
because change can be painful, confusing, and uncomfortable -- but
change is also the only constant in life.
Have you ever re-read your favorite book at a different stage of life and
realized the plot never changed, but
your perspective did?

by Maryanne Arthur
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Fortunately, our committee and small group work remains
vibrant. Folks are deeply passionate
about serving others, creating unique
learning and fellowship opportunities,
and being beacons of light for those
who need it. Still, our membership and
financial numbers are dwindling. For
that reason, our leadership team has
spent an incredible amount of time
reflecting on past and current practices to ensure the future success of this
church.
Honestly, no one cannot predict
the future. But we can lay groundwork
to position ourselves for growth. And
we are already doing so!
Continued on page 6

NEW! Wellness
Speaker Series
Curious about Western medicine
and alternative modalities for clarity, pain relief and healing? Join us
for two information sessions given by experienced local
practitioners. Note: these are NOT sales pitches!
11:30 AM light fare and drinks in Rooms 214-216
11:45 AM presentation in the Chapel
March 22: “Health Benefits of Western Medicine” with Candice
Holt, owner of East Meets West Wellcare Center
April 19: “Energy Healing Reiki” with Diane Moniuszko, certified
Eden Energy Medicine Clinical Practitioner and Reiki Practitioner
Contact: Beth Sacilotto bscailotto@aol.com

To our many friends and fellow members of Towson UMC,
We are filled with appreciation for the concern so many of
you hae shown for us during these past months. We have
received so many calls and cards and visits and prayers and
homecooked meals. You have expressed God’s love and we
thank you profoundly.
— Armilda Beard and Jack Chamberlain

Inclement Weather Policy
Monday-Friday
 If Baltimore County Schools are
closed, then there are NO church
meetings or activities.

High spire
501 Hampton Lane : Towson, MD 21286

410.823.6511
www.towsonumc.org
Business Hours: Mon-Thurs 10:00 AM-3:00 PM
Sunday Worship Services: 8:00 AM and 10:15 AM

MINISTRY TEAM
Rev. LaTrelle Easterling—Resident Bishop
Rev. Dr. Wanda Duckett—District Superintendent,
Baltimore Metropolitan District
Bob Kimmons & Stephanie Kimmons—
Towson UMC’s Church Lay Leaders
Rev. Dr. Mark Johnson— Lead Pastor
410.823.3640 : leadpastor@towsonumc.org
Rev. Margery Schammel—Assistant Pastor
410.823.2485 : mschammel@towsonumc.org

Rev. Doug Hollida– Minister of Music
410.823.6519 : musicdirector@towsonumc.org
Rachel Livingston– Director of Youth and
Young Adult Ministries
410.823.3698 : yandya@towsonumc.org
Kim Ayres– Business and Office Manager
410.823.3693 : kayres@towsonumc.org

 If Baltimore County Schools open
late or close early, then church
meetings and activities may be
canceled; check with your group’s
facilitator.

Maryanne Arthur*— Marketing & Communications
Director : communications@towsonumc.org
Bob Ashby*– Custodian : 410.823.6511
* part-time team member

Sundays
Check the church’s Facebook page for the most current information. Most of all, use your best judgment. Be safe!

Next High Spire content deadline: May 1, 2020
for the SUMMER 2020 issue.
Send photos, story ideas, and written copy to:
communications@towsonumc.org

HAMPTON LANE CHILD
DEVELOPMENT CENTER
Erin Rigley– Center Director
410.825.0008 : cdcdirector@towsonumc.org
A ministry of Towson United Methodist Church,
Hampton Lane CDC is a licensed childcare center with
approved preschool for ages two (2) through prekindergarten. www.hamptonlanecdc.org
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What’s Your Story?
Have you heard? Our church is compiling a series of true, inspirational stories about experiencing God’s grace in the midst of a bumpy
life. This Soul Good booklet series gives folks the chance to share personal stories that reflect life’s connectedness despite its difference —
with the goals of opening hearts and sparking hope for readers.
Each Soul Good book has a specific theme -- to direct writers who
share personal stories and to connect readers with life’s universal human experiences. A good story will have elements of humor, sadness,
inspiration, surprise, insight or any combination of emotions that poignantly express the theme. It is not a sermon, lesson, testimony, political
commentary, satire, or news piece. Our first booklet theme is “Grit &
Grace”.
Here’s how you can write a Soul Good story:
 Tell a true, personal story that has happened to you or someone
you know well. Write in first person. Do not embellish or falsify information. Write from the heart.
 Show details instead of telling them. No need for lengthy introductions or conclusions. Begin in the middle of the action and end with
a solid, insightful thought.
 Use expository or poetry formats – whichever suits your story best.
 You may use a pseudonym (AKA pen name) if you prefer. Talk with the editor about this option!
 If your story is an account of someone else’s life event, then please get their permission before submission.
 Keep your story to 800 words or less.
Submit essays or poems by:
You may submit your story via email to the Soul Good Editor at communications@towsonumc.org OR upload the content to our website at www.towsonchurch.org by April 30, 2020 for the “Grit & Grace” issue.
The fine print:
Each essay and poem will be reviewed by the Soul Good Editor and church pastors and staff; and you will receive an
email confirmation upon receipt. If we use your submission for publication, then you will receive another email note
with more information. You will be asked to sign our standard permission agreement for non-exclusive rights to publish your story – which means, you will retain ownership, but grant us the right to publish it in any future Towson United Methodist Church product, including the Soul Good booklet series. And, while we are not paying writers for story
content, we do reserve the right to charge readers a nominal fee to subsidize the church’s publication costs.

Dear Friends,
Thank you for the lovely poinsettia you gave me at
Christmas. It brought light, beauty, and happiness to
my home as I celebrated the wonder of Christ’s birth.
I am grateful too, for your cards and wishes at this
season and the delightful hand made cards from the
members of the Greeting Card Ministry. May God
continue to bless us as we move forward in 2020.
Sincerely,
Katherine Bradley Smith

To all you kind people at Towson UMC:
Thank you for the birthday greetings as well as the
thoughtful notes from various church members who have
put forth so much time and effort from your own busy lives
to brighten the days of others. The poinsettia I received is
gorgeous...the Christmas card with so many signatures
was a delight. As I read themm , I remembered where
many of you sat in the congregation when Don and I were
able to attend. You are all so kind and thoughtful. I am very
appreciative.
—Peace and Prayers
Betty Cassatt
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Men’s Thursday Prayer
Breakfast & Bible Study

MOVING AROUND TOWN
Coffee & Conversation

All the men of the church are invited to a weekly
prayer breakfast and Bible study — bright and early
on Thursday mornings this spring.

You are invited to join Pastor Mark for a cup of
coffee (or tea) and chat about whatever is on your
mind. You can find him at a new spot:





7:00 AM at the Nautilus Diner (2047 York Rd)

Pastor Mark leads the study and participants discuss
the following Sunday’s worship scriptures. Why not
bring a friend, order off the menu, and enjoy a lively,
informative discussion?

Soul Deep
Resources
Want copies of our Soul Deep
Prayer and Devotions Mini Fliers?
Just call the church office at
410.823.6511 or write us at
communications@towsonumc.org
for a supply. They are GREAT onepage, personal resources and
group conversation and/or
meeting starters!

Wednesday afternoons 3:00 PM
Starbucks (begins March 4)
1830 York Road in Timonium
Next to Bertucci’s!

Searching for Peace
& Tranquility?
Take a stroll down the footpath at the edge of the
parking lot into our beautiful Prayer Labyrinth.
Find tranquility in this easily-accessible location.
It’s good exercise for the heart and soul!

2020 Lenten Sermon Series
Our worship theme for Lent this year is “As Is” and the theme verse is Ephesians 2:8. “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not
your own doing; it is the gift of God.”
During worship we will be exploring stories from Jesus’ last days as recorded
in Matthew’s Gospel that illustrate how God accepts us “As Is” and, by the
power of the Holy Spirit, molds us into the people God has created us to be.
Why not invite a friend, family member, or neighbor to join you in worship?
March 1
March 8
March 15
March 22
March 29
April 5
April 12 As Is:

As Is: Camels in the Kingdom
As Is: Picked Last
Carol Choir Cantata
As Is: High Expectations
As Is: No Expectations
As Is: Get It?
It’s Not Over

Matthew 19: 16-30
Matthew 20: 1-15
Matthew 20: 20-27
Matthew 20: 29-34
Matthew 21: 1-17
Matthew 28: 1-10

March - May 2020... page 5

February 2020:
Boy Scout Sunday
at Towson UMC.
Congrats to
Troop Leader
Steve Mosley on
his many years of
service and his
retirement!

Mark’s Meanderings...
Dear Friends,
It is an old story but worth retelling.
A little farm town suffered from a
terrible drought which threatened to
devastate the upcoming harvest. A
local church decided to have a prayer
meeting and fervently ask the Lord to
send rain, thereby saving the community. The night of the prayer meeting
arrived and every pew in that little
white frame church was packed. The
service began with “Sweet Hour of
Prayer” and by the time the last verse
was sung every heart was opened and
there was a tear in every eye.
The Pastor announced that he
would like ask someone to come forward to lead prayer whose strong
faith should be an inspiration for each
of them. The congregation looked
around at each other, wondering who
the Preacher would call. Would it be
the Chairman of the Board? Maybe
the President of the Mission Society?
More likely, it would be the Sunday
School Superintendent. In a loud
voice, the Pastor called out, “Shelly
Roberts, would you please come up
to the pulpit?”
The congregation gasped. Some
even whispered, “Shelly Roberts?
Why she’s only 10 years old.”
And the Pastor replied, “We’ve
gathered here tonight to ask God to
give us rain, but Shelly is the only one
of you who brought an umbrella.”
Good one, you might say. And
then, when it sinks in and perhaps the
story pinches just a bit, we might say
to ourselves, “Ouch!” Do we profess
to believe in the power of prayer but
when it comes right down to it we
neither expect God to act nor spend
much energy in paying attention to
the ways God responds?
There’s another story of contentious origin (I dug a bit and found this
version at https://www.snopes.com/
fact-check/paul-bearers/
The story is told of a man who got

a permit to open the first tavern in a
small town. The members of a local
church were strongly opposed to the
bar, so they began to pray that God
would intervene. A few days before
the tavern was scheduled to open,
lightning hit the structure and it
burned to the ground. The people of
the church were surprised but
pleased – until they received notice
that the would-be tavern owner was
suing them. He contended that their
prayers were responsible for the
burning of the building. They denied
the charge. At the conclusion of the
preliminary hearing, the judge wryly
remarked, “At this point I don’t know
what my decision will be, but it seems
that the tavern owner believes in the
power of prayer and these church
people don’t.”
In worship several weeks ago, we
talked about “Soul Deep Prayer” and
we renewed our acquaintance with
several forms of prayer:
 ACTS prayer
 Breath Prayer
 Walking Prayer
 Holy Reading
 Five Finger Prayer
We also handed out a written explanation of each of those prayers
and you can pick up another copy the
next time you are at Church. (I will
also be glad to email it to you.)
Our look at Soul Deep Prayer concluded with an invitation for you to
join me in a season of Breakthrough
Prayer which Rev. Sue Nilson Kibbey
(Flood Gates: Holy Momentum for a
Fearless Church Abingdon Press
2016) defines as “ . . . asking God to
do new works, new miracles we cannot do ourselves, without limits. It
does not replace any other forms of
prayer, it is additive.” As I have read
her books, meditated on them and
prayed, it seems that Breakthrough
Prayer has two parts. First, we pray
that God will move in our lives and in
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‘Breakthrough Prayer’
is a commitment
to be responsive
to the ways God acts.
—Rev. Dr. Mark Johnson
our church in ways that please God
and are beyond our abilities. Second,
like little 10-year-old Shelly Roberts in
the previous story, we expectantly
look for the ways God is moving and
do our best to get right in the middle
of what God is doing.
In her book, Rev. Kibbey shares
that Breakthrough Prayer can be as
simple as closing your prayers with
“Lord God, we lift this to you with our
prayers. Please do what we cannot do
ourselves. Change what we cannot
change ourselves, including you
changing us – without limits.” These
are not magic words but are meant to
be a heartfelt, Spirit-lived request that
God reveal God’s will for our lives and
our church and unleash God’s power
to do what we are unable to do. Most
importantly, it is a commitment to be
responsive to the ways God acts.
The above prayer is an example
and by no means the only Breakthrough Prayer. Our staff and church
lay leadership will be undertaking a
study of one of Rev. Kibbey’s books so
we can learn how to make Breakthrough Prayer a foundation of our
church’s spiritual life. I will be sharing
more in the weeks and months to
come. Please join me in prayer for
God to breakthrough in our lives and
that of our church.
I thank God for you.
Blessings,

Rev. Mark Johnson
P.S. Remember your umbrella.

Continued from cover article

About three years ago, the
Church Council hired Pastor Jim
Skillington, an independent marketing consultant specializing in
church and nonprofit work, to review our marketing and communication practices at Towson UMC.
In his extensive report, Skillington
recommended updating our business practices and transforming
the church’s identity into a premier, sought-after congregation in
Baltimore County. Following his
work, an ad hoc marketing committee met to design plans for a
revised website. Then, the church
hired freelance writer and marketing consultant Maryanne Arthur to
replace Cathy Anderson as Marketing and Communications Director in a part-time capacity. Arthur
was tasked with a long marketing
wish list, beginning with a complete makeover of the church
website and a new marketing
identity, in addition to managing
weekly bulletins, monthly newsletters, and other communications.
In late 2018 and 2019, Arthur
worked closely with Pastor Mark

Johnson and Jesse Trahan, an
independent web consultant,
to design the content and infrastructure of a new website
and to create a fresh, new image for our church. This culminated in a soft launch of our new
website on December 1, 2019. In
March 2020, www.towsonumc.org
visitors will be redirected to
www.towsonchurch.org. And, in
upcoming months, the new logo
will appear on stationery, banners,
forms, and more. Note: Due to
budget constraints, we are replacing the logo only when printed
stock is depleted and costs allow.
Our church is charting a new
marketing course. We are partnering with you to help people know
Jesus, grow in their religious lives,
and show their own faith to
change other’s lives in positive and
powerful ways. And, just as we’ve
embraced new technologies
through the years, we are making
deliberate, thoughtful moves to
navigate a challenging marketing
future with God’s grace and
smooth sailing.

A United Methodist Community
Website and Logo Explained
Our new website’s content is geared
toward visitors and prospective members.
Also, existing members will find all sorts of
nuggets, such as: news stories, calendar
items, special activities, newsletter archives, and more. The site is visually appealing and mobile friendly. It offers
online forms, video capabilities, real-time
calendar coordination, etc. Visit the site at
www.towsonchurhc.org.
Our new church logo is a colorful tree
that represents our firmly-rooted traditions, our outstretched/welcoming arms,
our propensity for growth, and our hope
for a peaceful future - signified by the
white dove embedded on a branch. (Can
you find it?) The removal of the words
“United Methodist” in the “Towson
Church” copy block and the omission of
the red cross and flame are deliberate and
in tandem with nearly all the large UM
churches in the Baltimore Metropolitan
area. The green and blue color scheme is
peaceful and welcoming.

Be a Church Ride-Share Buddy
Seeking drivers for Sunday mornings to transport some church members to/from
church each week. Sign up for one way, one week or both ways, every week. ANY
amount of time is valuable! Contact Diane Crider dfcrider@comcast.net.


To all Towson UMC— Thank you for my lovely red poinsettia. It is still doing well. I pray for the church and all its
members. Thank you for your thoughtfulness! — Love & Prayers, Katherine Rigney



Thank you more than word can say for the lovely poinsettias. They brighten my days. — Betty Gralley



Thank you for the beautiful poinsettia — it still sits on our mantle reminding us of the birth of Jesus Christ — pretty as
ever! You are very kind. — Love. Peace. Doris Wagner



Thank you so much for the beautiful poinsettia plant you sent me at Christmas. It is so lovely and doing very well. I
think of everyone often. Wish you a happy New Year! — Jean Petts



Dear Towson UMC friends— Thank you so much for the beautiful poinsettia that you sent for Christmas. Your kindness is greatly appreciated. —God Bless, Laverne & Harry Schneider



Thank you and God bless you for the beautiful poinsettia. I feel so blessed that you remember me. —- Joan Schmitt
March - May 2020... page 6

Vacation Bible Camp 2020
Mark your calendars! Vacation Bible Camp will be July 27 – 31, 2020. We will
be joining the Knights of North Castle and Sparky on a “Quest for the King’s
Armor”! Our theme verse is “Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his
power.” Ephesians 6:10
NEW! This year, VBC is open to children Age 3 through Grade 2.
Our children need tons of help as they learn about God. If you can be one of
those to help our youngest disciples of Christ, please contact Margery at
410.823.2485 or mschammel@towsonumc.org.

Drop-In Thursday Night
Men’s Cornhole League
Enjoy backyard games? Get up off the couch and try our brand-new Cornhole League at Towson UMC – a 12-week drop-in league for men (ages 18+) that runs March 5 to May 21, 2020 – one
night a week from 7-9:00 PM on Thursdays in the Hall. Never played? Doesn’t matter. In Cornhole, players take
turns trying to toss bean bags through a “cornhole”
or onto a board for points.

$5/night

No experience needed

Our cost is $5/night and every week is drop-in –
which means that you can come anytime and try out
the game. If you love it (and we bet you will!), then
you can return each week and improve your game!
NOTE: Every player must complete a league waiver
before stepping onto the court to participate in this
league.
Drew O’Donnell, League Coordinator!

7:00-9:00 PM
in the Hall

odonnellandrewm@gmail.com : 410.967.9393

RACE Against Traffick. GO!
Join the TUMC team in the Race Against Traffick to support Araminta Freedom Initiative. Saturday May 9 at 8:00 AM at Druid Hill Park. Register for
the Family Fun Walk, 5K, or 10K or be a cheerleader. For more information
contact Carolyn Schnur at carolyn.schnur@comcast.net

To register, log into www.aramintafreedom.org; go to ”Register Today”
then ”Teams” and type in “Towson United Methodist Church” to find us!
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Spring Choir Musicals

Rev. Doug Hollida, Director

March 15 at 10:15 AM

April 19 at 10:15 AM

“Get on Board”

“I Will Trust in You”

Children’s Choir Spring Musical

Youth Choir Annual Cantata

March 8, 2020

anytime noon– 5:00 PM
Maryland Historical Society at www.mdhs.org

Life is short! Get out and meet people. Make
friends. Learn something new. Experience the
world. Share your gifts. Shine your light!

Bring a bagged lunch to eat after worship at church or
grab a treat downtown. Meet at the museum anytime
between noon and 5pm for FREE admission (2nd Sundays of the month). Check out the website to plan your
visit. There are some fabulous exhibits showing this
spring. Spread the word! Bring a friend!
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Annual Easter Egg Hunt
Our Annual Easter Egg Hunt will be Saturday, April 11, 2020,
11:00 AM– 12:30 PM, rain or shine. Bring a basket or bag to
collect all your eggs. We will make crafts, learn, and have fun!
Invite your friends. All are welcome! Contact: Pastor Margery,
mschammel@towsonumc.org
Donations Wanted. Help make our Easter Egg Hunt a success.
Donate individually wrapped candy and other items that will fit
in a plastic egg. Place your donations in the basket on the Narthex Sharing Bins starting March 15.

That is the exploration that awaits you! Not mapping stars and studying nebula,
but charting the unknown possibilities of existence. ― Leonard Nimoy

Continental Breakfast is Served
Easter Sunday, April 12
10:00-11:00 AM in the Hall
Between 9:00 and 11:00 AM worship

ALL are invited! The Hospitality Ministries Committee is serving Easter continental breakfast. To contribute a baked item
(muffins, coffee cake, etc.), please bring your goodies to the
Hall by 9:00 AM; and label your container or dish so that it is
sure to get back to you.

Streets of Hope Meals & Mission
Our church Mission Team will provide meals for approximately 20 folks who visit a homeless
shelter in Essex for dinner and respite this winter. Dates are 3/18 and 4/13 from 5:30-7:30 PM.
Contact Dwight Kines drkines4@hotmail.com to join a meal mission team.

Food Pantry: 2020 Calendar! OPEN Third Saturdays from 9:00-10:30 AM
In 2020, the TUMC Food Pantry’s dates will be on the THIRD Saturday of each month.
Please continue to volunteer and donate. Want to help? Contact Dwight Kines at
410.828.0792. Want to donate food or household blessings? Watch the bulletins for
special needs each month. Or shop for some of our “regular” nonperishable food
needs. Donate all food items by placing them in the Sharing Bins at church. Still have
questions? Contact Valerie Wehrle at valw4321@yahoo.com. Thanks!
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Fun with Friends!
Lunch & Movie
March 15, 2020
11:30 AM-1:00 PM
Children in kindergarten, through 5th grade,
are invited to meet us on the third floor for
lunch, crafts, games, and a movie.
RSVP to Pastor Margery by March 8 at
mschammel@towsonumc.org

EASTER FUDGE BUNNY

SPRING
PLANT SALE

FUNDRAISER
Order Forms and
More Details
Available:

Sunday 5/3 All Day!

March 1, 2020
for guaranteed 4/5
pre-Easter arrival

Know Someone Who Needs a Boost?
Towson UMC cares!

Our Congregational Care Committee will confidentially help with any
needs for you, your family, or other church members as follows:


Meals – Injured or ill? We can provide meals for you/family.



Cards – Unable to get to church? Our ministry makes cards and
sends well wishes.



Visitation – Homebound? We would love to visit, chat, and will
bring communion to you.



Funeral – Need help with a funeral reception? Our committee is
experienced with planning during this most difficult time.



Prayer Vine – Need prayers for you or others? Our prayer vine has a network of 50 members to pray for you.



Caring – Missed worship? We check pew cards to make sure our members are okay and offer any help needed.



Prayer Shawl – Seeking warmth in troubled times? Our group knits and crochets prayers into lovely, warm
shawls – available for you, your friends and family members.

TUMCcaring@towsonumc.org : 410.823.6511
(select option #3 for prompt response)
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Holy Week 2020

April 5 Palm Sunday Worship
8:00 AM Chapel
10:15 AM Sanctuary
April 9

Maundy Thursday
Last Supper Worship
7:00 PM Sanctuary

April 10 Good Friday Worship
Noon Chapel
7:00 PM Sanctuary
April 11 Easter Egg Hunt
11:00 AM –12:30 PM rain or shine
April 12 Easter Sunday Worship
8:00 AM Chapel
9:00 AM and 11:00 AM Sanctuary
April 12 Easter Continental Breakfast
10-11:00 AM Hall

PROGRAMMING NOTE: There will be NO Sunday School, Pray and Play or KIDZ on Easter Sunday April 12.
Soul Deep Prayer is a beautiful, inspirational gift to us all—the congregation! Thank you for your labor of love! — Anne

Plant JOY and Happiness GROWS
Order Lent Flowers TODAY...
EASTER PLANTABLE FLOWER CELEBRATION 2020
Rejoice! I would like to order _______ # quantity) plants at $20 each. Check Amount: _________
In honor of _______________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________
In loving memory of _______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Remit this form and check (payable to Towson UMC with ‘E-Flowers’ on memo line) to the church office
by Sunday April 5, 2020.
Your Name(s):_____________________________________________________________________
Choose One: YES Send my plants to a shut-in. (Or…)
YES I will pick up plants after the final Easter service on 4/12/20.
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Have you ever felt the pull to interact with an energetic, motivated group of Middle and High School
church members?

Youth Group News
By Rachel Livingston
yandya@towsonumc.org
410.823.3698

Grades 6-12*

We had an amazing time at ROCK! Thank you to the youth
for making it an enjoyable weekend and thank you to the
parents who chaperoned, sacrificed their weekend, and
made it a success. We look forward to it again next year.
Congratulations to our youth who are now serving on our
youth council, as follows:
President: Sarah Garman
Vice President: Gabriela Roberts
Secretary: Julia Schnur

The Youth Ministry Team is inviting you to try it on
for size! If you have a talent or gift to share in a small
group setting, we need you! We would like to encourage intergenerational time within our church family
for the growth of the body of Christ.
UMYF (United Methodist Youth Fellowship) typically
meets on Sunday evenings from 6-7:30PM
Here are some possibilities:






Students in Grades 6-12 may participate in fun,
educational, missionary and fellowship activities*
throughout the school year. Bring a friend!

Other areas of need include:



Upcoming 2020 Youth Group Events
March 6: Indoor Mini Golf offsite 6:00 PM
March 15: Dinner & Discussion, 6:00-7:30 PM
March 22: Dinner & Games, 6:00-7:30 PM
March 29: Dinner & Nerf Wars, 6:00-7:30 PM
April 5: Palm Sunday Pancake Breakfast, 11:30 AM
April 11: Easter Egg Hunt, 11:00 AM-12:30 PM
April 12: Easter Sunday, No Youth Group
April 17: Escape Room offsite, 6:00 PM
April 26: Dinner & Discussion, 6:00-7:30 PM
May 3: Mission TBD
May 10: Dinner & Games, 6:00-7:30 PM
May 17: Fun Event Offsite TBD
May 24: Dinner & Discussion, 6:00-7:30 PM
May 31: Dinner & Discussion, 6:00-7:30 PM
June 7: Fun Event TBD
June 14: Dinner & Games, 6:00-7:30 PM
July 27-31: Vacation Bible Camp, 9:00 AM—Noon

Carpentry – a small take home project that could
be finished in one or two sessions.
Cooking - Help the youth prepare a simple meal
they could prepare for their own families!
Craft project - from paper folding, decoupage,
pottery, needlework, watercolor, candy making
Coordinating a game night – indoor or outdoor
Musical experiences




Providing a simple meal
Making reminder calls to ask for help in various
areas
Discussion leader
Chaperone

*Enrollment forms are REQUIRED for all youth participants
under the age of 18. See Rachel Livingston for details.
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REFUGE is hosted by the 20/30
Young Adult Ministry of Towson
United Methodist Church. All
ages are welcome to worship
with us!
Want to help us with planning
REFUGE? Reach out to our Director of Youth and Young Adult
Ministries Rachel Livingston at
yandya@towsonumc.org.

Congratulations!

The Orioles' Bird made a guest appearance at our Hampton Lane CDC in December 2019 to celebrate a BIG WIN.
A Hampton Lane parent nominated our CDC for a contest through Maryland Excels (a community of highquality childcare and early education programs recognized by the State of Maryland Department of Education) and WE WON! As a prize, Maryland Excels' representatives surprised the CDC students with a visit from the Bird, who graciously and patiently
met and took a photo with nearly every child. Such a fun and spirited day!
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Learning Opportunities for ALL Ages
Want to join a small group discussion? Delve deeper into your faith? Prefer
childcare during the worship service? Thinking of bringing your youth to
Sunday School class? Rest assured. We have your family covered!
Childcare in the Cribbery*
Children Infants to Age 3, Room 122
Open Sundays 8:45 AM through the 10:15 AM service (approx. 11:30 AM
dismissal) This is a secure ministry, led by paid trained persons and
helped by caring adults who are background-checked and Safe-Sanctuary
approved.
Preschool/Kindergarten Sunday School* : Room 311
Children Age 3 to Kindergarten (must be fully potty-trained to attend)
Open Sundays 9:00-10:00 AM

Lead me
in your truth,
and teach me,
for you are the God
of my salvation;
For you I wait
all day long.
― Psalm 25:5

Elementary Sunday School*
Younger Children Grades 1-2 Open Sundays 9:00-10:00 AM Room 314
Older Children
Grades 3-5 Open Sundays 9:00-10:00 AM Room 312
Pray and Play* : Room 314
Children Ages 4 to 6
Open Sundays during the 10:15 AM worship service for learning, crafts,
music, and fun. (approx. 11:30 AM dismissal)
Kids in the Disciple Zone (KIDZ)* : Room 310
Children Ages 7 to 11
Open Sundays . Kids begin in the 10:15 AM worship service and
leave when directed for an experiential lesson.
(approx. 11:30 AM dismissal)
Youth Sunday School*
Middle School (Grades 6-8)
High School
(Grades 9-12)

Open Sundays 9:00-10:00 AM Room 316
Open Sundays 9:00-10:00 AM Room 317

Confirmation Class* : Room 216
Children Middle School (Grades 7+) and anyone who is interested
in learning more about, and possibly joining, our church
Open Sundays 9:00-10:00 AM — beginning January 5, 2020
Christian Connections for Ages 18+ : Various Rooms (see below)
Open Sundays 9:00-10:00 AM
Christians Under Construction, Room 111
Tower Room Class, Room 214
Who Are We? Classes for Ages 18+
Sundays 9:00 AM in the Hall with Rev. Mark Johnson
Sundays 6:00 PM in Room 216 with Rev. Margery Schammel
Wednesdays noon in Room 311 with Rev. Fred Crider

Who Are We?
Been hearing about the amazing
experience of WHO ARE WE class
and want to join? Along with many
other United Methodist congregations, we are exploring questions/
answers about who we are as followers of Christ and as United Methodists. A great time to join a class will
be April 5th, but you are welcome to
join any time by talking with the
class leader.
To join this semester, contact Pastor
Margery — 410.823.2485 or
mschammel@towsonumc.org.
Or, log into www.signupgenius.com.
Choose “Find a Sign Up”. Type in
mschammel@towsonumc.org and
you’ll find our class registration
page. Choose a class!
Login to the Baltimore-Washington
Conference website to review the
“Who Are We?” class content at:
https://www.bwcumc.org/
resources/who-are-we/

*Enrollment forms are REQUIRED for participation. See Pastor Margery for details and forms.
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Finance Update
Towson UMC is an active and vibrant church community spreading the word of Jesus. We support and participate in many activities inside and outside our campus,
such as: Emergency Food Pantry, Manna House, ACTC,
Streets of Hope, etc. We gather to worship, study and
volunteer. Fifteen new members joined in 2019, but we
lost 28 to death. Ten were baptized. The 2019 Impact
Report will be published soon with a more comprehensive report on all the activities our community has been
involved in.

No cuts to programs or staff were made to the 2020
budget; but our commitments to the fall Stewardship
Campaign do not provide sufficient support to balance
the budget. Additional income is sought. Each of us
needs to step up to fully fund the missions, programs
and activities that are planned for 2020. For the past few
years, we have provided a full program of activities and
worship services that have not been fully funded by the
financial support from Towson UMC members.

Please pray for your church and how you might proThrough all of these activities, Towson UMC faced a vide more resources to make 2020 a successful year.
number of financial challenges. Unfortunately ApporIf you have questions, comments or concerns please
tionments (to be known as Mission Shares in the future)
contact Towson UMC’s Finance Chair, Dale Springer or
were paid at only 73% - the first time ever we did not
Pastor Mark Johnson at 410.823.6511.
meet 100% of our obligation. Thanks to Trustees and the
Hampton Lane CDC who both generously contributed to
help fill some of the gap.

Stewardship

2020

Our sincerest “thanks” to everyone who turned in a Stewardship Card to
pledge support for our 2020 campaign. Our church will thrive with your
generous and continued financial and spiritual commitment.

Worship
Photos
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Moment on a Mission: Communion Offering
March : Heifer International
Giving an animal is like giving someone a small business, providing wool, milk, eggs, and more. Animal donations
can provide families a hand up, increasing access to medicine, school, food, and a sustainable livelihood.
When considering your donation in March, here is a helpful list so you know what your gift may buy:










Goat, full price is $120; a share is $10.
Heifer, a cow, full price is $500; a share is $50
Water buffalo, full price is $250; a share is $25
Alpaca, full price is $150; a share is $20
Sheep, full price is $120; a share is $10

Pig, full price is $120; a share is $10
Rabbits or a Flock of Hope, full price is $60
Flock of Ducks, Chicks, or geese are $20

April : Assistance Center of Towson Churches
The Assistance Center of Towson Churches (ACTC) hails back to a study in the early 1980s conducted by the Towson Area Ministerial Association exploring an effective and efficient way to better
meet the needs of people coming to churches for help. The center opened its doors in 1985 with
14 churches providing emergency help, including food, eviction and utility cutoff prevention, payment for prescriptions, and lunches for the homeless. Currently, with the support of 50 churches
and other generous donors, its service area incorporates 21 zip codes in central Baltimore County
extending up to the Pennsylvania line. The center is located at 120 W. Pennsylvania Avenue in Towson, MD. www.actconline.info.

May : UMCOR SUNDAY (formerly One Great Hour of Sharing)
Formerly known as One Great Hour of Sharing, UMCOR SUNDAY celebrates the generosity of United Methodist Church
members who help others when disaster strikes around the globe.
As responders around the globe scramble to help survivors, the United Methodist Committee on
Relief, UMCOR, is prepared to act. In fact, we’ve continued to respond to those in desperate
need—in more than 80 countries since 1940.
Your generous giving to UMCOR Sunday is what allows UMCOR to act as the arms and legs of
Christ’s church, moving toward the most vulnerable in their darkest days. Convinced that all people
have God-given worth and dignity—without regard to race, religion or gender—together we are
assisting those impacted by crisis or chronic need. As we respond, we recognize Jesus in those who
are reeling in the wake of disaster. And, we offer aid in Jesus’ name.

How to Give
Sunday Worship: Give the first Sunday
of each month in the offering plates as
you go up to communion or mail your
donation to the TUMC business office.
Note “Heifer”, “ACTC”, or “UMCOR” on
your check.

Celebrate Your Special Day by Giving:
Do you have a birthday or anniversary
coming up? Consider asking friends and
family to donate to your charity of
choice in lieu of gifts.
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Matching Gifts: Does your company
sponsor a matching gift program? If so,
ask the human resources department
for forms and information.
Thank you for your generosity!

Angel Tree Gifts
Brighten Local Lives
Remember all those angels we pulled from the lobby tree
and purchased gifts with someone special in mind? Well–
the families that we donated Christmas gifts to this past
holiday season WROTE us a batch of cards with beautiful
sentiments. Here are a few of the notes:


Thank you so much! This is such a blessing for me and
my family. I greatly appreciate it!



Thank you so much! God is good all the time. With love!



Thank you for giving my grandson a very merry Christmas! May God be with you all.





Thank you for your love and blessing to my family! We
appreciate you talking time out of your life to think
about someone else in need. We have been having a
rough couple of years due to medical reasons, but you
have made our Christmas a little brighter this year.
Thank you so much. I did not know what I was going to
do. May God keep blessing you.

Generous and Gracious
Goddard School
In early February, the church doorbell
rang and we opened the front doors to
welcome a generous donation for our
monthly Emergency Food Pantry. In past
weeks, the families and staff of The Goddard School in Towson, MD (at 807
Gleneagles Court in Towson, MD 21286)
collected food donations during their
"Souper" Bowl 2020 challenge.
Center Owner Chuck Sabia set a target of 300 canned goods
with a pie-in-his-face prize if the Center reached its goal.
Well.....they collected 500 canned goods and other nonperishable foods items and delivered them to Towson UMC. Now, students are looking forward to putting their pie-throwing arms to
use! Many thanks to Chuck and Jocelyn Sabia and the staff and
families of The Goddard School in Towson for this unexpected,
gracious gift. God is good!

THANK YOU!
The Mission Work Area wishes to thank everyone in our congregation for their continued
support of communion/mission activities.
Your monetary donations at communion and
gifts throughout the year definitely make a
difference to the less fortunate of our community and beyond. Here is a summary of your
communion donations in 2019:
Christ Deaf Church
ACTC
Heifer International
Araminta

$1092
$963
$1287
$901

One Great Hour of Sharing

$1065

UMCOR/Disaster Relief

$4310

Earl’s Place/Homeless Missions

$829

First Fruits Farm

$840

Hampton Lane CDC

$1260

Church World Service Blankets

$1594

Seeds of Security/Domestic Violence $771
Board of Child Care

$1120

In addition, the Mission Work Area approved
contributions in 2019 as follows:
ACTC

$3000

Manna House

$2200

Boy Scouts

$400

Emergency Food Pantry

$500

Angel Tree

$146

School Backpacks/Ames UMC

$166

Socks for the Homeless

$188

Shop with a Cop

$300

St. Vincent de Paul Summer Camp

$100
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Business Office Tips
Do you know there are several different ways to make financial contributions to Towson
UMC? Cash. Check. Text. Stock Transfer. Electronic Fund Transfer. Will Bequeath. And, much
more! Contact Kim Ayres, Business Manager, to discuss the level of giving that is right for you
as you progress in your journey of faith and commitment. Your pledges and contributions are
a critical part of how we can make a difference in our church, our community and our world.
410.823.3689 or kayres@towsonumc.org.
Check out our brand-new giving portal at www.towsonchurch.org!
 Visit www.towsonchurch.org.
 Choose ‘Give’ in the main menu.; click “Give” again
 On the secure Vanco site (at the next screen), you may make a payment or donation in the left column. OR,

click the ‘Create Profile’ button in the right column and follow the onscreen instructions to create an online
profile and schedule recurring contributions.

Dear Friends — Thank you for your beautiful Valentine with a handmade tree of hearts. I hope each of you has received
many caring thoughts and good wishes. — With love and prayers, Shirley Hall

Stay Updated
with E-News
Submit the “Sign Up” form at
www.towsonchurch.org for the
inSPIRE e-newsletter with the
most up-to-date church info.

The Grace of God
Words: R. Frederick Crider, copyright 2008
Some rights reserved. www.fredshymns.com

The grace of God will save us.

Sweet Valentines for
House of Ruth from
Erickson Financial
In January 2020, church member Barbara
Ireland coordinated a workplace Valentine
sock and kids’ card drive to benefit our Hospitality Team’s annual mission to sweeten
Valentine’s Day for women and children living
temporarily at the House of Ruth in Baltimore.
Barbara and her co-workers at Erickson
Financial collected more than 150 socks and
40 boxes of Valentine cards!!!! They donated
ALL of these items to our Hospitality Team —
which enhanced our full collection of socks,
Valentine cards, and sweet sentiments that
congregation members donated as well. What
a loving, holiday offering!

It meets our deepest needs.
It comes from One who loves us,
not through our creeds or deeds.
Grace is an outright blessing
a gift from God above,
received with childlike wonder,
in simple faith and love.
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View PHOTOS from all of
our church events at our
Smug Mug Gallery:
https://towsonumc.smugmug.com

UPCOMING EVENTS
Mar 1 - May 31, 2020
All Sundays 8:00 AM and 10:15 AM Worship
Last Mondays 6:30 PM REFUGE Worship
MARCH
All March

All Wed
All Thurs
Mar 5
Mar 6
Mar 8
Mar 15
Mar 21
Mar 22
Mar 29

THANK YOU!!! We had a BLAST at the Valentine’s Day
Sweet Soiree last weekend! Special thanks to Alan
Schwartz, Julia S, and Jim Andrew who surprised the
crowd with live piano and accordion music during the
dinner hour. Check out photos from this event, log into
our church Smug Mug site at:
https://towsonumc.smugmug.com/sweet-soiree-2020

APRIL
All April
All Wed
All Thurs
Apr 5
Apr 9
Apr 10
Apr 11
Apr 12
Apr 17
Apr 18
Apr 19
Apr 19
Apr 26

Shop from Home and Send
FREE $ to Our Church!
Don’t forget to select Towson UMC as an approved
charity with Amazon Smile each time you checkout
online. To designate our church as the recipient of your
online shopping, log onto www.smile.amazon.com and
choose “Towson United Methodist Church”.
You will see the church’s name under the search box
at the top of the page, following the word “supporting”.
The AmazonSmile Foundation sends their generous
donations directly to us—WOW!

MAY
All May
All Wed
All Thurs
May 3
May 10
May 16
May 17
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Communion Offering: Heifer Int’l
Easter Plantable Flower Dedication
Easter Fudge Bunny Fundraiser
Coffee & Conversation, 3 PM
Men’s Bible Study @ Diner, 7 AM
Men’s Cornhole League Begins, 7-9 PM
Youth Group Mini Golf offsite, 6 PM
MEETUP at MD Historical Society, noon
Children’s Choir Musical, 10:15 AM
Youth Group Dinner/Discussion, 6 PM
Emergency Food Pantry OPEN
Wellness Speaker Series, 11:30 AM
Youth Group Nerf Wars, 6 PM

Communion Offering: ACTC
Coffee & Conversation, 3 PM
Men’s Bible Study @ Diner, 7 AM
Palm Sunday Pancake Breakfast, 11:30 AM
Maundy Thursday Worship, 7 PM
Good Friday Worship, Noon & 7 PM
Easter Egg Hunt, 11 AM
Easter Worship, 8 AM 9 AM and 11 AM
Easter Continental Breakfast, 10 AM
Escape Room, 6 PM
Emergency Food Pantry OPEN
Youth Cantata, 10:15 AM
Wellness Speaker Series, 11:30 AM
Youth Group Dinner/Discussion, 6 PM
Youth Group Mission, TBD
Communion Offering: UMCOR
Coffee & Conversation, 3 PM
Men’s Bible Study @ Diner, 7 AM
Spring Plant SALE, 9AM +
Youth Group Dinner/Mission, 6 PM
Youth Group Dinner/Games, 6 PM
Emergency Food Pantry OPEN
Confirmation Class of 2020, 10:15 AM
Youth Group Dinner/FUN Event, 6 PM

High spire
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PERMIT NO. 198
LUTHERVILLE, MD

410.823.6511 : www.towsonchurch.org
Business Hours: Mon-Thurs 10:00 AM—3:00 PM

RESIDENT or

SPRING WORSHIP SCHEDULE
March 1 – May 31, 2020
8:00 AM Every Sunday
Traditional Worship in the Chapel
Worship and communion every Sunday with
piano or organ accompaniment.
10:15 AM Every Sunday
Community Worship in the Sanctuary
Communion on the first Sunday of each month
with a richly varied service that blends vocal and
hand bell choirs, praise band, traditional and
contemporary song, old-fashioned hymns, and
glorious 3,000-pipe organ music. Also, glutenfree bread and childcare are available.
6:30 PM Last Monday of Each Month
REFUGE Worship in the Chapel
Contemporary music, prayer, scripture, and a
message. Hosted by 20/30 Ministry. Open to all
ages and stages of life.

Photo credit: Maria Springer

Spring is
nature’s
way of
saying,
‘Let’s
party!’
—Robin Williams

Stay in Touch.
facebook.com/towsonumc

2020

