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My oldest child, Malachi, has been a percus-
sionist since half way through his eighth-grade 
year.  He is now beginning his junior year at UMBC, 
and he’s still playing percussion – he’s playing 
snare drum in the pep band.  So, over the years, 
the rhythm of percussion has reverberated 
through my house.  I asked Malachi what the pur-
pose of rhythm is, and he said, “It’s to generate 
interest and temporal organization in a piece of 
music.”  

 I like that.  
To generate interest and temporal organization. 
 It got me thinking – what generates interest 

and temporal organization in our lives?  Where do 
we find rhythm for living?  The Letter called 
“James” in the New Testament offers us insight: 
“There are those who study the perfect law, the 
law of freedom, and continue to do it.  They don’t 
listen and forget, but they put it into practice in 
their lives. They will be blessed in whatever they 
do.” (1:27, CEB) Finding rhythm is a matter of living 
life on purpose, it seems.  We have to be willing to 
practice what we learn – to practice what we say 
we believe.  

 So, as the fall season brings us back to church 
and back to the normal rhythm of our lives, we’ll 
look for a rhythm for living using the Letter of 
James as our guide.  We’ll look at the rhythm of 
practice, the rhythm of generosity, the rhythm of 
self-control, the rhythm of humility, and the 
rhythm of prayer.  These spiritual practices will 
generate interest and temporal organization in our 
lives. They’ll help us to see all that we do – not just 
the church stuff – as a means of connecting to God 
and the people around us. 

 On a different note, thank you so much for 
the warm welcome my family and I have received 
at Towson UMC.  Your grace and kindness are 
wonderful.  I am so blessed to be your pastor, and 
I look forward to all that we will do together for 
the glory of God and the mission of Jesus Christ. 

  

 
With much love, 
Rev. Stephanie Roberts White  

Photo: Towson Church pastors and staff 2021. Top Row L to R: Rev. Doug 
Hollida, Kim Ayres, Maryanne Arthur, and Bob Ashby. Bottom Row L to R: 
Rev. Christine Kumar and Rev. Stephanie Roberts White 
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Living Life on Purpose 
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Gather in God’s Love 

Celebrate new beginnings at Towson United 

Methodist Church! Join us for a Back to 

Church (and School) Extravaganza —Sunday 

September 12, 2021. Begin in 10:15 AM 

worship and stay for the 11:00 AM outdoor 

event. Worship includes a special Back-to-

School blessing and new Bibles for all third 

and fourth graders.  

The after-worship event features FREE 

lunch from Rise Biscuits of Towson and des-

sert from Kona Ice, plus games, music, and 

FREE giveaways. Wear casual clothes and 

bring chairs or blankets to sit on the front 

lawn. Mark your calendars now. Do not 

miss this FUN fall kickoff event! We are 

gathering RAIN or SHINE. 
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Striving for Peace & Tranquility 

We are a gathering of souls basking in God’s good news. Together, we 

“aim for restoration, comfort one another, agree with one another, live 

in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with [us].”  

2 Corinthians 13:11 

WORSHIP 
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WORSHIP 

Upcoming Sermon Series 
 

 RHYTHM 
 August 29 – September 26 
 Finding a Rhythm for Living  
 in the Book of James 
 
 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN  
 October 3 – 24 
 A Future with Hope 
 
 October 31 
 All Saints Sunday 
 
 A LIFE THAT MATTERS 
 November 7 – 21 
 The Challenge of the Gospel 

Communion for ALL 
We celebrate communion on the first Sunday of every month at 

the 10:15 AM in-person worship service using gluten-free and 

individually wrapped elements.  All are welcome to join us for 

this special time of worship!  

Worship with Us! 

Each week, Towson United Methodist Church 

offers 10:15 AM Sunday worship. Join us in the sanc-

tuary pews or online via livestream and recorded 

services.  

We share communion on the first Sunday of each 

month with a richly varied service that blends a full 

range of musical and vocal talents. Want to help ush-

er, read prayers, greet folks at the front desk, or 

share your musical talents? Contact Rev. Stephanie 

Roberts White for details and the schedule. 

Following all of our COVID-19 safety protocols to  

ensure good health for all, check-in is required each 

week through our Save-a-Seat program (either online 

or in person on Sundays). Face masks and physical 

distancing are strongly encouraged — even for all 

vaccinated folks. Face masks are required for all    

unvaccinated individuals and anyone who is around 

children on our church campus. Thank you for     

helping us all stay safe and healthy.   

Bishop’s Day in the Region 
Sept. 27, 2021 
 

Bishop LaTrelle Easterling will meet for conver-
sation and questions with the people of our Balti-
more-Washington Conference this fall. Clergy and 
laity are invited to the Baltimore Region meeting on 
September 27 at Hiss United Methodist Church 
8700 Harford Road, Baltimore, MD 21234.  

Bishop Easterling will meet clergy from 2:00-
4:00 PM and the laity from 7:00-8:30 PM. 
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LEARN 

Trust in the Teachings of the Lord 

Discipleship is the path to knowing and following Jesus — a process that grows with us, 
evolves over a lifetime, and gives us “understanding in everything.”   2 Timothy  2:7 
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LEARN 

Learning Opportunities 

for All Ages 

We are excited and ready to begin  

a new year of Sunday School for all 

ages on September 19 beginning at 

9:00 AM.  The teachers are excited 

to be back in the classrooms and 

looking forward to teaching in-

person and via Zoom. Thank you    

all teachers and helpers for your 

commitment and time! 

Safe Sanctuary           

Procedures 

For children and youth under age 18, 

all classes are taught by two safe-

sanctuary approved adult teachers. 

Safe Sanctuary certification includes 

training and a complete background 

check for each individual as required 

by the national United Methodist 

Church. This allows us to ensure that 

all of our children and youth are in 

safe, caring hands during class.  

Christian Education  

and Discipleship 
 

Cribbery Care on Sundays, beginning  September 19* 

8:30 to 11:00 AM Cribbery Care for infants and toddlers  

 

Children’s/Youth Sunday School, beginning September 19* 

9:00 AM Early Elementary (pre-k to K) on church campus   

9:00 AM Older Elementary (grades 1-5) on church campus  

9:00 AM Middle/High School (grades 6-12) on church campus   

All children and youth programs offer age-appropriate curriculum 

and experiences. Pre-K to early Elementary classes will be using the 

“Celebrate Wonder” curriculum with rich learnings. Youth will be 

learning and engaging in “Fathom Series” to explore about God’s 

kingdom, wisdom, and ethical teachings, Jesus’ birth, Passion, and 

much more.  Each youth will have their own personal journal in 

which they can view the lesson, questions, and activities to do.  

 

Adult Education on Sundays, beginning September 19 

8:30 AM Tower Class via Zoom — led by Kevin Gralley  

8:30 AM Christians Under Construction on church campus  

                — led by Pastor Stephanie from 9/19 through 10/24 
 

Bible Study on Mondays, beginning September 13*  

10:00 AM or 7:00 PM via Zoom — led by Rev. Fred Crider  

This group will study “Words of Life” by Adam Hamilton based on 

the Ten Commandments (10 sessions). Choose one session time. 

 
One Day Book Study: Holy Grounds on October 1 at 11:15 AM* 

How did coffee blend itself smoothly into the lives of ancient people 

and into faith communities today? In this one-day book talk led by 

Pastor Stephanie, we will explore all the perks of Holy Grounds: The 

Surprising Connection between Coffee and Faith – From Dancing 

Goat’s to Satan’s Drink by Tim Schenck (Fortress Press) and enjoy 

coffee and snacks! Bring your own copy of the book. Buy it online at 

Amazon or Cokesbury, or other major booksellers. If you are unable 

to purchase or afford a copy of the book, then please contact the 

church office for assistance. RSVP to Pastor Stephanie via email. 

 

* Registration required 

Registration & Masks 

Registration is required for all 

youth and children’s classes. Enroll 

online at www.towsonchurch.org 

or complete the paperwork on site.   

Face masks are always required for 

those who are not fully vaccinated 

and for everyone working with, and 

near, children on church campus. 

For more information, contact 

Rev. Christine Kumar at:              

associatepastor@towsonumc.org 
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Women’s Retreat  

April 22-24, 2022 

Ladies, get ready and mark your calendars  
for our upcoming Women’s Retreat at 
Skycroft Conference Center in April 2022. 
Information and details will be forthcoming. 
In the meantime, if you have any questions, 
then contact the church office. 

LEARN 

Music Opportunities 

for All Ages 

We are all eager to get back to having our won-

derful musical ensembles in worship.  As we go 

to press with this newsletter, COVID-19 is again 

on the rise.  So, we are talking about the details 

of rehearsing and singing or playing while keep-

ing social distance.  If you would like to receive 

new information as it becomes available, then 

please contact Rev. Doug Hollida at:  

musicdirector@towsonumc.org 

Connecting Children and the Word 

Pray & Play, the summer Sunday school class for our four to six-year-olds, wrapped up this season with a story on 

Dorcas, a follower of Jesus who was raised from the dead. The structure of Pray & Play provided time for prayer, Bible 

stories, and related crafts. The Bible stories that our children learned about this summer included: Jesus Feeds the 

5,000, Pentecost, Jesus and Zacchaeus, Gifts of the Holy Spirit, The Leaven, The Mustard Seed, and others.  

When asked about his favorite part of Pray & Play, one student said: "I love the crafts and being with my friends.    

I love my teachers because they help me learn about God."   

Thank you to the following people who volunteered in Pray & Play for summer 2021: Carolyn Schnur, Susan 

Mealey, Sushma Roberts, Sue Gralley, Erin Giudice, Lissa O' Donnell, Laura Ruby, Ryan Wagner, and Leslie Wagner.  

Pray & Play 

Summer  

Wrap Up  
by Julia Schnur 
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We’re ALL in this Together 

Working steadily throughout the year, our 

church’s Mission Team passionately embraces hands

-on projects. From Power Socks packed with snacks 

and clean socks to Birthday Boxes overflowing with 

all the supplies needed for a child’s brilliant birthday 

party, the team seeks out, and participates in, sever-

al local initiatives that uplift our neighbors at their 

greatest time of need. 

Most recently, the Mission Team used monetary 

donations to fill 10 backpacks with supplies for local 

school children in the Ames UMC community. What 

an amazing way to ensure the children start the 

school year with everything they need for success!   

This past year, the Mission Team paired up with 

the Youth Group to complete many amazing pro-

jects, such as harvesting food for the hungry at First 

Fruits Farm. For more than 20 years, this farm in 

Freeland, MD has grown crops to donate 100% of 

the food to the needy in Jesus’ name. And, our Youth 

Group has worked in the fields as its mission project 

for many years. Learn more about this project at 

www.firstfruitsfarm.org. Next up: the Youth and Mis-

sion Team members will prep and deliver mini medi-

cal kits to Baltimore City homeless.   

Here are a few other HANDS-ON projects that 

our church participates in during the fall months:  

Missional HANDS-ON projects remind us how important it is to use our God-given 
gifts to serve others. Let us “serve wholeheartedly” as we are able. Ephesians 6:7  

SERVE 
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Emergency  

Food Pantry 

For the past 18 months, our 

Emergency Food Pantry team 

transformed this mission into a 

safe, accessible drive-by pantry 

on the third Saturday (usually) 

of each month from 9:00-10:30 

AM. Now, Food Pantry returns 

indoors with protocols to keep 

volunteers and visitors healthy 

and safe from coronavirus. Re-

maining 2021 dates are: Sept 

18, Oct 16, Nov 13 and Dec 11. 

Call the recorded guest hotline 

at 410.823.3649 for updates in 

case of inclement weather.   

Want to donate food? Bring 

your non-perishable food items 

to the church lobby between 

10:00-11:00 AM on Sundays or 

on Mondays, Tuesdays, and 

Wednesdays from 10:00 AM to 

2:00 PM. Just ring the front bell 

and we’ll greet you at the door! 

Is the Spirit moving you to 

work in our pantry as a volun-

teer? Call the church office and 

get all the information you need 

to join this vital monthly com-

munity mission. The team needs 

help at various times monthly. 

 

ACTC Thanksgiving 

Baskets 2021 

As “a community of church-

es, organizations, and individu-

als answering a call to care,” 

ACTC (the Assistance Center of 

Towson Churches) provides 

emergency food, financial help, 

services, and referrals for local 

hungry and homeless folks.  

Each year, our church and 

ACTC partner on a variety of 

projects, including preparation 

of Thanksgiving Baskets, which 

create an entire holiday meal 

for families and individuals. 

When final information is sent 

to us by ACTC for this annual 

giving project, the Mission Team 

will share it. In the meantime, 

read more about ACTC online at 

www.actconline.info. 

 

Manna House 

Did you know that the cost 

of one medium cup of coffee 

could feed breakfast to three or 

four people? Among its many 

outreach programs, Manna 

House serves breakfast to its 

hungry neighbors 365 days a 

year!  

Founded in 1966, the pro-

gram began informally by hand-

ing our bags of food to needy 

Baltimore Today, it provides a 

full range of services for poor 

and homeless folks in the area.  

For more information, check out 

www.mannahouseinc.org. 

Our church has supported 

the mission of Manna House 

and served breakfast downtown 

for many years. To assist with 

this ongoing mission, donate 

funds to the church (specifying 

“Manna House” as the recipi-

ent) or meet a Mission Team 

member at the site to serve 

breakfast. Dates TBD.  

 

Churches for 

Streets of  Hope  

In cold weather months, 

Churches for Streets of Hope, a 

coalition of local churches, 

strives to keep homeless men 

warm and fed from 6:00 PM to 

7:30 AM. Located in Essex, MD, 

the shelter acts also as a starting 

point for case management into 

employment, housing, a safe 

network of friends, and other 

services to help overcome the 

of homeless pattern. More info 

at www.churchesforsoh.org. 

Our church participates in 

Streets of Hope from November 

through April by donating funds 

during Sunday Communion in 

October to support the delivery 

of meals on specific dates 

throughout the season.  

Want to donate? Send a 

check to church or login to the 

Give tab on our website to send 

electronic funds. Be sure to 

specify “Streets of Hope” as the 

recipient.  

Prefer to prepare a meal 

and deliver it to shelter guests?  

Call the church office to se-

lect one of the following dates 

(Nov 16, Dec 16, Jan 13, Feb 17, 

Mar 15 and Apr 13) and connect 

with the Mission Team for spe-

cial meal instructions.  

 

Angel Tree 

Our annual Angel Tree gift 

tradition will take place again 

this year in December. Stay 

tuned for more details.  

SERVE 
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GIVE 

What Can You Offer 

It might be surprising to learn that there are 
several ways you can contribute to missions 
and ministries. However you decide to share 

your wealth, you will boost the church’s ability  
to spread kindness and love to others.  

“God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 
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Visit www.towsonchurch.org and click ‘GIVE’ on the home page to donate. 

Or pay with cash or check, payable to Towson United Methodist Church. 

GIVE 

Gifts to Honor or  
Remember Others (or YOU) 
There are a few ways you can honor or remem-
ber someone special in your life — altar flowers 
or spire lighting. To make arrangements, call the 
church office to confirm availability by noon on 
the Tuesday before the Sunday you prefer.  
  
DISPLAY FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR  
Enjoy arranged flowers (from a local florist) dis-
played on the altar one Sunday of your choice — 
in honor or memory of a loved one.  Take the 
arrangement home after 10:15 AM worship. 
Cost $45.00 each. 
 

LIGHT THE SPIRE FOR ONE WEEK  
Enjoy the church spire as it shines brightly each 
evening for one week of your choice — to honor 
or remember a loved one.  
Cost is $30.00.   
 
CELEBRATE YOUR SPECIAL DAY 
Do you have a birthday or anniversary coming 
up? Consider asking friends and family members 
to donate to your charity of choice — our 
church — in lieu of gifts. 

 
 
 
 

UPCOMING 2022 
Stewardship Campaign  
October 3 – 24, 2021 
Watch your mailboxes for  
more detailed information  
soon as we prepare for 
“A Future with Hope!” 

Communion Offerings 

Did you know? Our Sunday Communion Offerings benefit a specific charity or “Moment on a Mission” 

each month. When you send money directly to the church, we’ll transfer your funds to the appropriate  

mission. For fall 2021, monthly recipients are: September—Disaster Relief, October—Streets of Hope, 

November—Sara’s Hope, and December—Board of Childcare. 

Shop from Home and             
Send FREE $ to Church 

As online shopping has become more accessible 
these days, we can purchase nearly anything via 
the internet. Why not plan ahead for the holiday 
months and select our church as the recipient of 
your online Amazon shopping sprees?!  

With Amazon Smile, you can choose our church 
as an approved charity online each time you 
checkout. This will prompt the AmazonSmile 
Foundation to send their generous donations 
directly to us—WOW! 

To designate our church as the recipient of your 
online shopping endeavors, simply log onto 
www.smile.amazon.com and choose “Towson 
United Methodist Church.”   

This designation requires no monetary charges 
or commitment on your part. Thank you for con-
sidering this giving option!  

 

 

We are all called to be faithful servants.  

We pray you find the level of giving that is right 

for you as you progress in your journey of faith 

and commitment.  Your pledges and contribu-

tions are a critical part of how we can make a 

difference in our church, our community and 

our world. As always, contact Kim Ayres in the 

church office for questions or assistance. 
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Upcoming Youth Group Events 
 

Sunday, September 19, 6:00- 7:30 PM 
Dinner at church and medical kits mission project. (The medical 
kits will be used at the Adullum Community Healthcare Center in 
Baltimore City.) 
 
Sunday, September 26, 6:00-7:30 PM 
Meet at AMF Towson Lanes for bowling night 
 
Sunday, October 31, time TBD 
Annual Trunk or Treat in the church parking lot 
 

Get Ready for WAVE 
(formerly known as ROCK) 
in January 2022! 

This year, youth from the Baltimore-
Washington Conference (BWC) will join 
young people from the Peninsula-
Delaware Conference at the annual 
youth retreat in Ocean City, MD from 
January 7-9, 2022.  

This retreat replaces the annual ROCK 
retreat and will feature speakers 
Heather Flies and Chris Singleton. There 
will be concerts by Tedashii and Apollo 
Ltd.; worship led by Urban Street Lev-
el & Latrice Crawford; a Christian ven-
triloquist, Ryan & Friends, will also per-
form. www.bwcumc.org/rock 

New this year, for those attending from 
the BWC, will be a Proclaim the Name 
contest. This "preaching" contest is 
open to all youth who are registered 
and attend. The winner will be selected 
by a panel of judges and will preach on 
Sunday morning right after the worship 
band at WAVE. More details to follow! 

Start children off  
on the way they 
should go, and, 
even when they 
are old, they will 
not turn from it.  

Proverbs 22:6 

Students in Grades 6-12 are invited to 
participate in fun, educational, missional, and 
social activities throughout the school year. 
Bring friends! Contact is Rev. Christine Kumar. 

https://wooddale.org/people/heather-flies/
https://www.chrissingleton.com/
http://www.reachrecords.com/artists/tedashii/
https://weareapolloltd.com/
https://weareapolloltd.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_BHtJJ4hClw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_BHtJJ4hClw
https://www.laticecrawfordonline.com/
http://www.ryanandfriends.com/
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With the excitement and anticipation of lead pas-
tor Rev. Stephanie Roberts White’s arrival, it seems to 
me that we — the members of Towson United Meth-
odist Church — need to “renew and refresh.” By that, 
I mean: 

1) renew our commitment to God and to Towson 
UMC by returning to Sunday worship. I know the pan-
demic has disrupted our normal lifestyles but we are 
taking the utmost safety precautions. Plus, our new 
pastor would love to meet you. Pastor Stephanie is 
simply dynamic with a gift for preaching and for lead-
ership of both membership and staff. So … refresh 
your friendships with church family and renew your 
attendance at Sunday worship. We miss seeing you in 
church on Sunday mornings! 

2) renew and refresh your financial support of 
Towson UMC. As COVID subsides, we have so much 
we would like to do, and those ministries, missions, 
and programs need your financial support. Just think 
of all the great things we will be able to do for our 
church and our community! 

3) renew and refresh your participation within the 
church. The spirit, excitement, and morale have di-
minished during the past several years and we have 
far too many vacancies on committees and in leader-
ship positions. The good news, though, is that there 
are plenty of opportunities for service! So … if you’re 
asked to serve, say “yes” and give your time and tal-
ent to church. Let’s return to the “good old days” and 
then make the days ahead even better. 

Renew & Refresh by Merrill Frank, Staff Parish Relations Committee Chairperson 

Church Committee  

News & Highlights 

Trustees 

The major focus has been the urgent 

need for roof replacement. Our Roof 

Task Force (Sue Todhunter, Steve 

Schnur, Joe Corson, Kevin Gralley, 

Kim Ayres, John Engel, John Dahne, 

and Pastor Stephanie) is exploring 

several finance and repair options at 

this time.  

  

Property & Maintenance 

Several building maintenance pro-

jects are recently completed and oth-

ers are underway. We re-caulked the 

front entrance concrete steps and 

replaced the spire lights with LED 

bulbs to save money over time. And, 

we are in the process of replacing 

broken floor tiles in Fellowship Hall 

to keep the space safe. 

Staff  Parish Relations 

Group members attended “Canoeing 

the Mountains” class (sponsored by 

the Baltimore-Washington Confer-

ence) in anticipation of a new pastor, 

while spending much time, effort, 

and prayer in the recent pastoral 

transition with Rev. Stephanie Rob-

erts White as lead pastor. In addition, 

the group celebrated Rev. Christine 

Kumar’s graduation from Wesley 

Theological Seminary and support 

her continuing efforts to be an or-

dained elder. They rewrote and up-

dated the Employee Manual and job 

descriptions of staff members. And, 

they are committed to enhancing the 

Congregational Care Ministry under 

the direction of Pastors Stephanie 

and Christine.       

 

Hampton Lane CDC 

The Center remained open during  

the pandemic (adhering to all COVID 

restrictions required by the State of 

Maryland Department of Education) 

and is currently in need of full-time 

teachers to begin fall 2021.  

 

Hospitality 

The Hospitality Team has graciously 

provided snacks on the front lawn for 

several summer occasions; and, more 

recently, returned to the Welcome 

Desk during Sunday worship.   

 

Missions 

See pages 12-13 for details!  



CHURCH CALENDAR 
September 1 to November 30, 2021 

 

Sunday Worship* at 10:15 AM   

— live, livestream and recorded — 
 

AUGUST 

Aug 29  Rhythm Sermon Series BEGINS 

 

SEPTEMBER 

All Sun  Worship at 10:15 AM 

All Sept  Communion Offering: Disaster Relief 

Sept 12  Back to Church Extravaganza , 10:15 AM 

  Lunch and Activities, 11:00 AM 

Sept 18  Emergency Food Pantry, 9-10:30 AM 

Sept 19  Sunday School BEGINS 

  Usher/Acolyte Training after worship 

  Youth Group Mission & Dinner, 6:00 PM 

Sept 26  Fall Mum Sale 9-11:30 AM + pre-orders 

Sept 26  Youth Group Bowling, 6:00 PM 

Sept 26  Fireman’s Memorial, 6:00 PM 

 

OCTOBER 

All Sun  Worship at 10:15 AM 

All Oct  Communion Offering: Streets of Hope 

Oct 3  World Communion Sunday 

Oct 3-24 Stewardship Campaign 2022 Sermon Series 

Oct 10  Blessing of the Animals 

  1:00 PM via Zoom; 2:00 PM on church lawn 

Oct 16  Emergency Food Pantry, 9-10:30 AM 

Oct 31  All Saints Day observance in worship 

Oct 31  Trunk or Treat, 3:00 PM 

 

NOVEMBER 

All Sun  Worship at 10:15 AM 

All Nov  Communion Offering: Sara’s Hope 

All Nov  Thanksgiving Baskets Mission 

Nov 7  A Life that Matters Sermon Series BEGINS 

Nov 13  Emergency Food Pantry, 9-10:30 AM 

Nov 21  Christ the King Sunday 

Nov 28  Advent BEGINS 

 

*Celebrate Communion the first Sunday of each month! 
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Know Someone  

Who Needs a Boost?  
Our Congregational Care Committee will   

confidentially help with any needs for you, 
your family, or other church members.   

 

TUMCcaring@towsonumc.org  

410.823.6511 (press option #3)   

Towson United Methodist Church is a community 
of Christ-followers growing in love of God and 
neighbor. This is what we, at Towson UMC, believe 
Christian discipleship is, what we are to be, and 
what Jesus meant when he sent his followers to 
“make disciples”— We believe every person is of 
sacred worth and created in God’s image. We 
commit to Jesus’ example of inclusive love, care, 
and intentional hospitality with persons of every 
race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, marital status, faith story, physical or 
mental ability, economic status, or political per-
spective. We respect our diversity of opinion and 
expressions of faith. Therefore, as God loves us, so 
let us love and serve in the name of Christ.  

— adopted by the Church Council February 2, 2015 
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