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“Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the earth; 
Break forth and sing for joy and sing praises,” 
proclaims Psalm 98:4. 
 

Towson Church delights in all the festive and 
reverent ways our community has rallied to-
gether this past year to share our burdens 
and our joys. We are fully ready to embrace 
fresh challenges, meet a new lead pastor, 
and lift our voices in celebration of summer 
blessings. Take your best  
seasonal shots—literally  
and figuratively—with us!  

Photos: Towson Church in Action. 
From top: 2021 Araminta Race Team, 
Greeting Cards for our Homebound 
Members, Spring Plant Sale, Outdoor 
Choir, Sojourner Sisters monthly lunch 
meeting, Youth Group service project 
and Hand Bell Choir in worship 

Joyful SHOTS 

Photo credits: Bob Ashby, Christine Kumar, 
Maryanne Arthur and Annemarie Merow 



501 Hampton Lane : Towson, MD 21286 
 

410.823.6511 
www.towsonchurch.org 

 

Sunday Worship Service 10:15 AM 

 
 

MINISTRY TEAM 
 

Rev. LaTrelle Easterling—Resident Bishop 
 

Rev. Dr. Wanda Duckett—District Superintendent, 

Baltimore Metropolitan District 
 

Stephanie Kimmons—  

Towson Church Lay Leader 
 

Rev. Dr. Mark Johnson— Lead Pastor thru 6/30/21 

410.823.3640 : leadpastor@towsonumc.org 
 

Rev. Stephanie White— Lead Pastor as of 7/1/21 
 

Pastor Christine Kumar—Associate Pastor 

410.823.2485 : associatepastor@towsonumc.org 
 

Rev. Doug Hollida– Minister of Music 

410.823.6519 : musicdirector@towsonumc.org 
 

Kim Ayres– Business and Office Manager 

410.823.3693 : kayres@towsonumc.org 
 

Maryanne Arthur*— Marketing & 

Communications Director : 

communications@towsonumc.org 
 

Bob Ashby*– Custodian : 410.823.6511 

* part-time team member 

 

HAMPTON LANE CHILD 

DEVELOPMENT CENTER 
 

Erin Rigley– Center Director 

410.825.0008 : cdcdirector@towsonumc.org 

A ministry of Towson United Methodist Church, 

Hampton Lane CDC is a licensed childcare center with 

approved preschool for ages two (2) through pre-

kindergarten.  www.hamptonlanecdc.org 

High spire  

Next High Spire content deadline: August 1, 2021 

for the upcoming FALL 2021 issue. 

Send photos, story ideas, and written copy to: 

communications@towsonumc.org 
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We’re OPEN to Visitors! 

Monday-Wednesday Church Office & Building 

On May 1, 2021, the church building      
re-opened to the public after more than 
one year of shuttered doors, except for 
Sunday in-person worship. 

Each week, from 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM 
on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednes-
days, all visitors should ring the front 
door bell, enter by the front door, and 
sign in at the Welcome Desk. Face 
masks and physical distance are still 
REQUIRED inside the building.  

NOTE: To visit with a pastor or staff 
member, please call the main office  
and make an appointment to ensure a 
connection. Questions? 410.823.6511. 

Towson Church Staff members welcome YOU back indoors 
on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 10:00 AM till 
3:00 PM. (L. to R.) Kim Ayres, Maryanne Arthur & Bob Ashby  



Mark’s Meanderings... 
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Dear Friends, 

For the past four years I have had 
the privilege of being your Lead Pas-
tor as well as leading the Towson 
Church staff team. We have shared 
life together, you and me, at the com-
munion table and at Starbucks; 
around a conference table and via 
zoom; from the pulpit and across a 
table picking crabs; at a hospital bed-
side and at the baptismal font. And at 
all times, surrounded by the love of 
God in Jesus Christ. Thank you for this 
honor and privilege. 

And on July 1 you will have a new 
Lead Pastor, Rev. Stephanie Roberts 
White. I know that you will share 
church life with her in the same car-
ing, compassionate, joy-filled way you 
shared with me. Rev. White is a wise, 
Christ-filled, experienced pastor and I 
am confident you will do well togeth-
er. Remember, there has never been 
a class in seminary on mind reading, 
so if there is something Rev. White 
needs to know, then it’s up to you to 
tell her. And promise me that you will 
step up and help. 

 

Sometime later this summer,  
Sandi and I intend to move back West 
to be closer to family. We have grand
-children that have not been fully 
spoiled and great-grandchildren that 
we are just getting started on. Re-
cently, my seven year old grandson 
told me he wanted to camp out and 
go fishing. So, you see, I will have a 
lot to do. 

Since we are moving, that makes 
this next part a bit easier. On July 1, I 
will continue being your friend but I 
will no longer be your Pastor. United 
Methodist clergy subscribe to a code 
of ethics that they do not come back 
to a church they have served to wor-
ship, serve, do weddings, baptisms, 
or funerals without an invitation from 
the current Lead Pastor. In short, San-
di and I will still love you in Christ, but 
we will be unable to fulfill any pasto-
ral functions. We will hold you close 
in prayer, as we do all the people in 
all the congregations we’ve served, 
but we will trust that you will wel-
come Rev. White to be your Pastor. 

 

And so soon we will part. In the 
words of the Rev. Ralph Abernathy, “I 
do not know what the future holds 
but I know who holds the future.” 
Listen for God’s call, trust in Christ 
Jesus and follow the movement of 
the Holy Spirit. 

Know that you are blessed. 

In Christ, 

 

 

 

Pastor Mark Johnson 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
The Men’s Bible Study Breakfast continues to meet 
through June on Thursdays at 7:00 AM at the Nautilus 
Diner (2047 York Rd., Lutherville/Timonium). You are 
invited to join in and discuss the scripture that will be 
used in worship the following Sunday. 

BIG Smiles after the Araminta Race Team 
event at Towson Church on May 2!  

L. to R. Pastor Christine Kumar, Rev. Dr. 
Mark Johnson, and Rev. Dr. Wanda Bynum 
Duckett cool off after joining the church 
Youth Group and Araminta Race Team for 
it’s annual walk. This year, the team walked 
around our church parking lot due to COVID
-19 large group gathering restrictions. And, 
it was one of the first HOT days of the sea-
son. Blessings to all who participated in the 
Walk/Run/Unrun this year! 

June Office Hours 
Staff office hours will be published as staff members be-
come fully vaccinated. As always, rather than dropping by, 
it is best to call for an appointment to make sure that staff 
has not been called away.  Effective May 3, Pastor Mark 
has office hours on Mondays from 1:00-4:00 PM and 
Wednesdays from 10:30 AM-4:00 PM. 
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Stroll for Peace 
Take a stroll down the footpath at the edge of the 

parking lot into our beautiful Prayer Labyrinth. Find 

tranquility in this easily-accessible location. It’s good 

exercise for the heart and soul!  

Communion for ALL 
0ur pastors are distributing individually-wrapped blessed communion elements the first 

Sunday of each month during the 10:15 AM in-person worship service OR after worship 

at 11:00 AM by the side sanctuary door.  We also offer regular and gluten-free elements. 

Simply ask a pastor for gluten-free communion elements on Sunday. Or, pick up either 

communion element from the church office to use at home as needed.  

Want copies of our Soul Deep Prayer and Devotions mini fliers? 

Just call the church office at 410.823.6511 or write us for a supply:      

communications@towsonumc.org. They are one-page, personal 

resources and group conversation or Zoom meeting starters! 

Soul Deep Resources 

Need a break? Take a quiet, self-guided walk and be sure to 

carry a copy of our Spiritual Walk meditation booklet. It’s 

chock full of scripture, activities, brain boosts, and more. 

Download a digital PDF copy at www.towsonchurch.org. Or 

write communications@towsonumc.org for a paper copy.  

Coffee & Conversation 
You are invited to share a cup of coffee or tea and chat with Pastor Mark via zoom on 

Wednesdays at 9:00 AM. If you do not have the zoom link, then contact Pastor Mark 

at leadpastor@towsonumc.org and he will email it to you. This gathering time will 

continue through June 2021. 

If the pandemic allows, then Pastor Mark would also like to schedule some face-to-

face times to gather for coffee and conversation. Those dates, as they become availa-

ble, will be posted in the weekly inSPIRE. 

mailto:leadpastor@towsonumc.org
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Thank you for your faithfulness in supporting the mis-

sions and ministries of Towson Church. It is news to no 

one that we have faced unprecedented challenges dur-

ing the past year and a half.  But your faithful giving has 

carried us through and so we can say with pride that 

Towson Church is still going strong today.   

Your finance team is diligently finding ways to help keep 

our expenses to a minimum while maximizing our in-

come.  The church, along with the Hampton Lane Child 

Development Center, were both able to take full ad-

vantage of the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) for 

2021.  These funds will help pay staff salaries and bene-

fits for three months.  We anticipate using all of the PPP 

funds by the end of June. 

Once all of our PPP funding has been spent, the finance 

team is projecting a shortfall of $10,000.00 a month in 

the second half of the year unless attendance, participa-

tion, and income increase.  The finance team members, 

and the leaders of the church, are hopeful (as we move 

forward through this pandemic) that more people will 

return to church and start participating once they are 

fully vaccinated.  

We look forward to seeing everyone back in church 

when you are comfortable returning.   

THANK YOU! 

— Finance Committee 

 

Finance Update  by Dale Springer 

Sunday June 6, 2021 at 11:00 AM 

— to celebrate      Rev. Mark Johnson 
Drive-by Parade 

www.towsonchurch.org 

410.823.6511 

Celebrate Pastor Mark’s retirement! Pastors Mark and Sandi Johnson are 
hitting the open road into retired life. 
Let’s meet them in the front church 
circle for a drive or walk-by parade. 
Decorate your vehicle. Bring posters. 
Honk and wave. Show gratitude. Send 
best wishes. And, don’t forget to sub-
mit your love offering in Mark’s honor 
to our Business Office before June 20.  
See you after 10:15 AM worship!    
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Coronavirus Containment CHURCH UPDATE 

Our Re-opening Task Force has continued to meet and monitor the latest information regarding the pandemic. 
We are carefully opening the building to Towson Church ministries and to community ministries while main-
taining a strict adherence to wearing masks, maintaining social distance, washing hands, using sanitizer, and 
registering attendance in case we have to do contact tracing. 

As our congregation members become vaccinated, we have seen attendance increase in our in-person worship 
and we have begun offering several in-person Christian Education opportunities for adults, youth and children. 
At the same time, a significant portion of our congregation is worshipping online and so we anticipate that vir-
tual worship will remain an important part of our ministry. 

While the State of Maryland had recently updated and removed mask restrictions for vaccinated residents, our 
church will continue its vigilance in mask wearing and physical distancing for now. Our commitment to you is 
that Towson Church will continue to use the best medical data and common sense to provide a safe, worship-
ful church environment. Please contact us if you have any thoughts, ideas or questions at 410.823.6511.  

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.  

 

Stay home if you do 
not feel well. 

 

Wear a face mask 
properly over your 
nose and mouth. 

 

Wash hands and use 
hand sanitizer often. 
 

 

 

Keep at least six feet of 
physical space between 
yourself and others. 

& Do good    Be well 

Dear Friends,  

I want to thank you for lovely tulips. They 

are really beautiful and brighten my room 

and my day.  Thanks to Bill Rogers for 

bringing them to me!  Happy, Happy Easter!  

-- Love, Ginny 

Dear Friends,  

Thank you for beautiful yellow tulip! I am sorry I did not 

see the messenger. 

With flowers left from my 91st birthday family celebra-

tion, this “old house” is looking very festive.   

Thank you from the bottom of my heart!  

-- Love & Peace, Doris Wagner & Family 

Worship Helpers  
We are thrilled to welcome many 
folks back to in-person worship, 
particularly these past few weeks. 
With this increase in attendance, 
our tiny staff and volunteer team 
need additional help on Sunday mornings.  

We are seeking greeters, ushers, liturgists, candle/communion 
helpers, and more.  Please consider how you can help! 

Interested? Call the church office. 410.823.6511.  

Training is available for all!   



By Rev. Doug Hollida 
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Music NEWS 

In the "Music Season" in churches, summer is a time when choirs wind down, if for no other 

reason than that folks travel during the summer.  This past year, of course, we have not had 

the regular choir season (or much travel either).  But we have been able to have our non-

vocal choirs - hand bells and ukulele.  We are so grateful for them as well as all the other 

wonderful musicians who have made recordings or played live. 

We will continue with solo recordings and keyboard instrumentals for the summer as, in 

fact, folks in our choirs are going to be taking some time off.  And that's a wonderful thing - 

the fact that we are able to travel and visit folks and places that we couldn't last summer. 

So, we look forward to our choirs getting back together in rehearsal rooms sometime this 

fall.  And again, a big THANK YOU to all those who have helped keep the music going this 

past year! 

Stitchin’ with the Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

Our Prayer Shawl group returns to in-person, indoor meetings at church twice each 

month: (1) the first Wednesday from 6:00-8:00 PM and (2) the third Tuesday from 10:00 

AM to Noon. Bring your current project, start a new one, pick up yarn, learn a new stitch, 

meet creative friends, and come ready to knit or crochet. All levels of experience wel-

come! Simply ring the front door, sign in at the Welcome Station and join the fun.  

Thank you for supporting our fantastic 2021 

Spring Plant Sale! We hope your herbs, flow-

ers and other plants from Berg’s Farm are 

thriving. Hosted by the Community Events & 

Outreach Team, this fundraiser earned more 

than $500 for the missions and ministries of 

Towson Church. Special shout out to Ginny 

Foster and Beth Sacilotto (pictured left) for planning 

and organizing this fun event and to all our helpers 

and money-keepers. Next:  Fall Mum Sale!  

2021 Spring Plant Sale is Bloomin’ Success 
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Thank you for the Easter flowers! 
Every year, you send me Christmas 
and Easter flowers and I just wanted 
to tell you how much I appreciate 
them and enjoy them. In fact, my 
Christmas poinsettia is still alive and 
doing well — really healthy! And, I 
set my tulips right next to it! 
 

Thanks so much! 

– Judy Dushea 

Dear Friends at Towson Church,  
 
Thank you for the beautiful tulips 
given to us at Easter. They are a 
lovely touch of spring 
and we will enjoy them 
so much.  
 

Blessings - 

– Carol & John Engel 

Thank you and the lovely people 
at Towson Church for the pretty 
tulips and kind message, which 
touched my heart. What a lovely 
surprise! Such an unexpected 
blessing is special.  

Happy Easter, 

Kathy Simons 

Each Easter season, our members 

purchase flowers to decorate the 

chancel area and to donate to our 

homebound folks. This year was no 

exception! Don McWilliams (pictured 

above) and a small group of faithful 

delivers, led by Joe Corson, spent a 

day bringing Easter joy to others. 

Thanks to everyone who contributed 

to this meaningful project. 

Easter Flower Celebration 
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Two GREAT Gift Options  
to Honor/Remember Others   

 
FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR may be given in honor or in 

memory of loved ones.  The arranged flowers come from a 
local florist and you may take them home after the 10:15 
AM Sunday service. Cost $45.00. 

 

LIGHT THE SPIRE IN THE EVENING FOR THE WEEK in honor or 
in memory of a loved ones.  Cost is $30.00.   

 

Here’s How to Make Arrangements.  
1. Confirm date availability by: 

 Reviewing the wall chart outside the main office. Or- 
 Calling the church office at 410.823.6511. 

2. Place orders by Noon the Tuesday BEFORE Sunday. Com-
plete an envelope (found next to the wall chart) with the 
details of your gift. Or call the office for an envelope. 

3. Pay with cash, check, or online payment.  
 Place money in the envelope and drop into the mail 

slot on the church office door.  
 Visit www.towsonchurch.org, choose Give and pay 

electronically with credit or bank account.  

Rest Peacefully in the 
Church Columbarium 
As you consider final plans for yourself and your 

family, consider the Columbarium on the side of our 
church. Niches are available for cremated remains to 
rest in a gorgeous garden setting that is securely gated 
and reasonably priced.  

For more details, please contact Judy Meinhardt 
(our columbarium coordinator) by calling the church 
office at 410.823.6511.   
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Want to join a laser-focused Bible discussion? Delve 
deeper into your faith? Meet like-minded folks? Learn 
more about being a United Methodist? Chat about current 
events as we follow Jesus’ footsteps? We have a group for 
that! And, we would love for you to join us this fall! 
Contact Pastor Christine Kumar to get connected and put 
your name on the contact list for fall classes. 
410.823.6511.  
 

We are taking a summer break from 
classes, except Sunday Pray & Play  
and Tower Class meetings!   

2020-21 School Year Wrap-Up  
Adult Sunday School classes went well this past year. Many thanks to Kevin Gralley, Jaymie Watts, Fred Crider, Patty 
Hutsell, Susan Knabe, Erin Giudice, and Leslie Wagner for leading the groups and classes. If you (or someone you 
know) would like to lead a Bible study this summer, then please let Pastor Christine know. 
 

Teacher Appreciation  
We had a teacher appreciation moment on Sunday, May 16 for all the teachers who braved through using Zoom 
and other technology to teach adults, children, and youth. We are grateful for your passion and dedication during 
the pandemic. A heartfelt thanks to: 
 Fred Crider: Advent and Lent Bible study 
 Kevin Gralley: Tower Class  
 Patty Hutsell, Susan Knabe, Leslie Wagner and Erin Giudice: Christians Under Construction 
 Jaymie Watts: Women’s Read and Relate Group 
 Carolyn Schnur: Education Work Area Chairperson 
 Lissa O’Donnell and Melissa Gambuto: “Lord’s Little Learners” Monday Pre-K school 
 Sushma Roberts and Ellen Berline: Tuesday school for Grades 1-5  
 Allison Jackson: Youth book and other studies and Game night 
 Stephanie Kimmons: Youth cooking classes and helping out 
 Susan Brown: Youth crafts 
 Sue LaHatte: Sojourner Sisters book studies  

Learning Opportunities for ALL Ages 

 

Seeking Teachers 
If you have a passion and love for children and would like to 
teach, then come and join the teaching ministry at Towson 
Church. NOTE: Background checks and safe sanctuary training      
required for all volunteers. Contact Pastor Christine Kumar.  

associatepastor@towsonumc.org  
410.823.6511 

Women’s Retreat  

April 22-24, 2022 
Ladies, get ready and mark your calendars 
for our upcoming Women’s Retreat at 
Skycroft Conference Center, April 22-24, 
2022. Information and details will be forth-
coming. If you have any questions or con-
cerns, then please contact the church office 
at 410.823.6511 or Susan Brown at 
sbrown@boyslatinmd.com  

Women’s Ministry 
Many thanks to Sue LaHatte who has been sharing her wisdom, 
stories, prayers, book studies, and encouragement for the        
Sojourners Sisters for the past 16 years. Here’s to another 16!  



     Maria and Dale Springer have been active members of Towson Church 
since September 1983. This mighty duo has served in various roles throughout 
the years. Maria is a Hospitality Ministry Team member, often baking delicious 
cookies, meals, and jams for gatherings, such as Coffee Hour, the Growing For-
ward Campaign luncheon, and summer Thursday Night Worship. She bakes our 
homemade communion bread and coordinates the annual Gingerbread House 
fundraiser. In addition, she takes stellar photography at nearly-all church 
events, which the church has archived and used for many years. Her kind and 
generous spirit infuses all her creative works!  Dale is a familiar face — often 

the first face people see — at Towson Church. He serves on the finance and stewardship committees, is an usher and 
liturgist, co-coordinated the Saints in Service program, served on two capital campaigns, counted the mission dona-
tions at Vacation Bible Camp, and, most recently, has been our unofficial worship captain in the midst of covid re-
strictions by handling the Save-a-Seat registration process, greeting worshippers, collecting donations, ushering, read-
ing scripture, guarding the door, and so much more. Dale’s zest for numbers and accurate recordkeeping, coupled 
with his kind, even-keeled perspective, has grounded our staff and congregation in rocky financial times. BOTH Maria 
and Dale Springer have gifted our church with their deep passion for not only community service, but also human 
connection. It is this connection that we will continue to treasure as they relocate to Maine this summer. 
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Commitment to Community Service — by Maryanne Arthur 

 
Congratulations and Happy Birthday to Vernon Kinnear, 
who turned 100 years young in May 2021! 

Vernon is a longtime Towson Church member. He loves 
our church, but is not able to attend in-person worship. So, 
our congregation helped celebrate his milestone birthday 
by sending cards and well wishes that Pastor Mark Johnson 
delivered.  We are so glad to share in this special moment 
with Vernon!  

P.S. If you are reading this article and know someone else who is 
celebrating something special, then send a note to share news! 

 Contact: communications@towsonumc.org  

Congratulations to Christopher O’Donnell who recently 
walked 40 miles from Baltimore to Washington, D.C., along-
side mom Lissa and 10 other friends and family members, to 
support Multiple Sclerosis research and education. A few 
years ago, Christopher’s Aunt Sadie started an informal 
group, of approximately 25 members, in honor of his Uncle 
Gary who lives with M.S. The group raised $37,000 this year 
and donated it all to the National Multiple Sclerosis Society. Due to 
COVID-19 restrictions the official in-person MS Walk was cancelled, 
so they used a running app to plan their 40-mile route. “This walk 
put us in the shoes of people [like my uncle] because this is how 
they feel all the time,” said O’Donnell. Despite the long walk, really 
steep hills, and entanglement with a car door, O’ Donnell completed 
the two-day adventure. “The finish was awesome!” he reported. “It 
was pretty tough, but I feel like I should be able to do it again.”  
Want to support the cause? Visit www.nationalmssociety.org. 
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Get all the news in ONE source –  

our digital newsletter. SIGN UP today!   
 

 Submit a “Sign Up” form at www.towsonchurch.org to receive email 

 Click the “News” tab on the website’s home page to read issues 

Pray & Play, ages 4-6 

Sundays at 10:15 AM 

Face masks, physical distancing 
and registration required. 

The children from Pre-K to fifth grade have been learning about the time from 

Jesus’ Baptism to Pentecost on Monday and Tuesday nights via Zoom.  During 

the summer months, children, ages 4-6, can participate in in-person Pray and 

Play at church during 10:15 AM worship.  Taught by two safe-sanctuary ap-

proved teachers, this program offers age appropriate Bible stories, activities, 

movement, and socialization for our youngest members and friends. Registra-

tion online at www.towsonchurch.com or on site required.  

For ages 7-11, pew packs (biblical activities, coloring, crayons) are available in 

the Narthex for use during Sunday worship services.   

A special thanks to Lissa O’Donnell, Sushma Roberts, Ellen Berline, Melissa 

Gambuto and Stephanie Kimmons for teaching classes and being present to 

help with Children’s Religious Education this past year! Also, thanks to all the  

parents who helped log in so the children could learn about Jesus and love.  

Religious Education for Children 

We had a wonderful Easter Hop/Drive Thru Celebration on March 27, 2021. Our special 

helper that day, Elizabeth (Lizzie) O’Donnell, helped hand out 26 Easter bags for children 

in their cars. Many thanks to Carolyn Schnur, Ellen Berline, Lissa O’ Donnell , and Susan 

Mealey for putting this together! And a shout out to our Youth Group members who had 

a BLAST preparing all the gift bags for this event!  

Easter Hop Thru = One Sweet Day 

Youth Group members and families created 
holiday cards for homebound members and 
activity bags for the Easter Hop Thru 2021.  

Photo credits: Christine Kumar 
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Students in Grades 6-12 may participate in fun, educational, 
missionary and fellowship activities throughout the school year. 
Bring a friend!  

Youth Group News 
by Pastor Christine Kumar 
associatepastor@towsonumc.org 

The Youth have had a busy year all around! They engaged in Bible 
study about Jesus’ death, resurrection, and forgiveness. Many 
gathered to design and write cards for members with whom we 
have lost touch. Mission projects have been underway and will 
continue.  

Youth Group members also learned about how they can use their 
voices to speak on Social Justice issues of today from Rev. Dr. 
Stacey Cole Wilson, Executive Minister of Justice and Service at 
the Baltimore-Washington Conference. We will continue to dia-
logue and speak on the issues and see how we can make an im-
pact in our world.  

Upcoming Youth Group Events 
 

June 6: Game Day, 5:00 PM on church lawn 

June 13: Family Hike & Hang Out, 5:00 PM*  

*Meet at NCR Trail in the parking lot of Paper Mill Road. Hike 
and/or bike together. Cool off afterward with outdoor refresh-
ments at Mrs. Stephanie Kimmons’ home.  More details will be 
sent to Youth Group families via email.  

TBD We will meet a few times this summer for fun activities and 
learning! Check your emails for dates and times and details.  

Calling all Campers (and Parents)! The United 
Methodist Baltimore-Washington Conference 
is hosting Summer Camp at Manidokan and 
West River Retreat Centers this year.  

Does your child enjoy playing games, splashing 
in the pool, singing around a campfire, making 
crafts, paddling on the river and roasting 
s’mores? If so, then camping might be a great 
summer getaway.  

Yes! The camp sites will look a bit different due 
to COVID-19 precautions. But, safety is a top 
priority! Check out the possibilities by con-
tacting Pastor Christine Kumar if your child or 
youth is interested in camping and if your fam-
ily is seeking a needs-based scholarship. Pastor 
Christine has all the details to apply! 

Enter to win our Towson Church Youth Group 

photo contest! Capture images that represent 

"hope" and "heroes" to you. Share your digital 

photos with our Towson Church community. 

And, win the chance to have your original art 

printed and sent to the entire congregation! You 

don't need to take a photography course to in-

spire others with your artistic interpretations of 

HOPE and HEROES. Just take your best shot 

(literally) and submit it!  You may submit up to 

TWO photos in each category. Contact Pastor 

Christine Kumar for the photo upload link. 

Give It Your Best Shot: 

YOUTH PHOTO CONTEST  

Congratulations     

2021 Graduates 

 Christian Garman, high school diploma 

 Eric Wolff, high school diploma 

 Ethan Sleeman,  Master of City and Regional Planning  

 Caroline Brown, Doctor of Physical Therapy 

 Matthew Brown, Master of Business Administration 



Thank you! 
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by Susan Killian 

Congregational Care Team Spreads Love 

Know Someone Who Needs a Boost?  
Our Congregational Care Committee will confidentially help with any needs  

for you, your family, or other church members.  Reach out to us:  

TUMCcaring@towsonumc.org : 410.823.6511 (press option #3)   

The Congregational Care Team Members have been busy keeping the congregation “connected” as well as possible!  
With COVID-19 restrictions, many activities look different, but we are here caring about you in a variety of ways. 
Cards and notes are being sent, calls are being made, and prayers are being offered despite the restrictions on visita-
tion due to the pandemic.   

 The Card Ministry, coordinated by Susan Gralley, sends handmade cards seasonally to homebound church 
friends.  This year, since COVID-19  prevents us from working at the church, Sue is making cards at home; then 
our great crew of note writers pick up cards to personalize them with church news.  

 Our Prayer Vine, led by Linda Brooks, is a chorus of voices lifting persons to God’s care. Linda receives an aver-
age of five or six requests each week; and many are lifting these joys and concerns to the Lord. Contact us with 
your prayer requests:  TUMCcaring@towsonumc.org or 410.823.6511 (select option #3). 

 The Visitation Ministry, which Diane Crider and Carol Matlin coordinate, cannot meet our homebound members 
in person, but they continue to make phone calls and send cards and notes on a regular basis. There is coordina-
tion of this team with church staff to keep up-to-date with member needs and concerns.  

 The Funeral Ministry Team, led by Margot Gerding, is here to help with the many details a family needs during 
bereavement. Funeral services in the Sanctuary are no longer limited to 25 people; services may be hybrid and/
or take place outdoors at the gravesite.  

 A Phone Tree was created by Jan Bennett to connect those who do not have email with members and share 
church news.  

 The Prayer Shawl/Yarn Ministry Team members have continued to create prayer shawls (and baby caps) 
throughout these past months in spite of the fact that in-person meetings were cancelled. As of May 1, this 
group is again meeting twice a month in-person at church. Call church to connect with the group leaders: Sue 
Gralley, Susan Brown, and Carol Matlin. 

Holiday Flower Delivery 
When “digging in” to the history of Easter flower delivery at Towson 
Church, Congregational Care Team members spoke with Ron Donoho, 
formerly a wholesale florist, who remembered his leadership in pro-
curing the flowers, organizing the deliverers, and having so much fun 
with the Methodist Men of the church while completing this project.   

This year, Joe Corson headed a group of our faithful disciples who 
delivered Easter flowers and Ron had the wonderful surprise of re-
ceiving a special tulip delivery!!! Ron reported the BLESSING of the 
personal contact and the beautiful remembrance.  

In recent years, women of the church have joined the men in deliver-
ing flowers. In spring 2021, the delivery team was: Joe Corson, Car-
olynn Eckes, Shelley Jackson, Mark Johnson, Mike McWilliams, Don 
McWilliams, Bill Rogers, Bill Sleeman, and Dave Turlington. 

A note of thanks to Hospitality Ministry Team 

members who served refreshments on the 

front lawn after worship in May and gifted us 

all a time of wonderful fellowship! 
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Troop 102 

Feeding Neighbors 

Hunger Relief 

Lifelong Mission Work 

The Towson Church Mission Work Area team donated an additional $355 to the Board 
of Child Care in memory of church member Bob Kimmons this year.  Bob was an avid 
supporter of missional work at Towson Church and in the local community. He served 
as director and past chair of the Board of Child Care of the United Methodist Church, 
Inc. (BCC) to help ensure that children reach their potential and fully contribute to our 
communities. MWA team members sincerely appreciate the lifelong work Bob did to 
support and sustain worthwhile mission activities. 

I just wanted to 
thank [the church] 
congregation for the 
generous donation to 
Troop 102. It is much 
appreciated! 
— Scott McGovern, AIA 
Scoutmaster Troop 102 

Wow! The Scouts Troop 102 recently collected 145 bags 
of nonperishable food items in the Hampton Communi-
ty to benefit our Towson Church Food Pantry. Our 
neighbors donated approximately 1050 items --- which 
is incredibly generous!! We are so grateful for the Troop 
members and our Hampton community. A Troop leader 
said, "This would not have been possible without all of 
the troop and families' teamwork. The food collected 
will go a long way in helping our neighbors, especially 
during these challenging times."  

Scout Photo Credit: Scoutmaster Scott McGovern  

The spring Restorative Retreat, “Look Within” led by Pastor Christine Kumar, shared 
the life and works of Julian of Norwich, fondly called “the greatest English Theologian” 
by Thomas Merton. Norwich’s 14th Century beliefs came into being during a global 
pandemic. Sound familiar? During our church retreat, participants learned about God, 
themselves and the world! And, went home feeling restored with a body prayer book-
mark as a reminder of the day. Special thanks to Pastor Christine for hosting!! 

 “The retreat on Julian of Norwich was wonderful! Christine did a fabulous job of 
sharing Julian’s story as well as engaging us in discussion...I love the bookmark and 
will keep it as I integrate the body prayer in my daily devotions.” — Liz Neal 

 “Great job on the retreat handouts! I am pleased to have the pretty bookmark with 
the positions and prayer. A good practice. Thank you!” — Carol Woodworth  

 

Want a Julian of Norwich’ Body Prayer bookmark for your spiritual practices?  
Send an email request to associatepastor@towsonumc.org or call 410.823.6511. 

Look Within: Restorative Retreat in April 

This Sunday School year (September thru June), the Tower Class, led by Kevin Gralley, collected 
money and contributed a total of $5,460 to various local, national, and international hunger 
relief agencies. This group has been meeting regularly via Zoom to discuss “current topics” dur-
ing the pandemic.  Incredible! Interested in joining the fun? Call the church office and get fall 
info. All our Sunday School and educational classes are taking a summer break!  
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FOOD PANTRY  
2021 DATES 

 
June 19  

July 17  

August 21  

September 18 

October 16 

November 13  

December 11  
 

All food pantry dates are 
DRIVE BY ONLY from  

9:00—10:30 AM.  
For closures or rescheduling, 

call the recorded guest hotline 
for updates.   

 

  HOTLINE 
 410.823.3649 

Feeding Our Neighbors 
Last year, the Emergency Food Pantry transformed 

itself into a marvelous drive-by pantry on the third 

Saturday of each month. It is still functioning in this 

outdoor capacity to keep volunteers and visitors 

healthy and safe from coronavirus.  

Many thanks to church members, Val Wehrle and 

Dwight Kines, for coordinating the Food Pantry each 

month and to all the faithful volunteers who ensure 

our neighbors are fed well and loved much.  
 

Want to donate food?  

Bring your non-perishable food items to the church lobby on Sunday mornings   

between 10:00-11:00 AM or on Mondays, Tuesdays or Wednesdays from 10:00 AM 

to 3:00 PM. Just ring the front bell and we’ll greet you at the door! 

 

Is the Spirit moving you to Volunteer?   

Call church at 410.823.6511 and get all the information you need to join this vital 

monthly community mission.  We need help at various times monthly. 

 

Prefer to donate money?  

Every donation helps us feed our neighbors! You may donate money and a Mission 

Team member will shop for you. Send a check to the church office with “food pan-

try” in the memo line OR visit our website and click on “Give” on the home page to 

donate electronically — www.towsonchurch.org. 

 

Streets of Hope Meals & Mission 
Thank you to everyone who provided meals this winter for homeless men in Essex, MD 

through the Streets of Hope program. Contact the church office at 410.823.6511 to join an-

other one of our meal mission team initiatives throughout the summer. 

God Provides 

Recently, our Business Office Manager sent giving statements to 
all church donors. Please take a moment to reconcile the state-
ment with your personal account. Some of our members have 
experienced a glitch in the banking system 
(particularly with online checking) and  
others have noticed delayed deposits     
due to slower-than-usual postal service.  

Contact Kim Ayres with any questions or  
concerns at 410.823.6511 or 
kayres@towsonumc.org   

Thank you for your faithful giving!!! 

2021 Giving Statements   
Right:  Our 
Food Pantry 
volunteers 
were dancing 
in the hall 
when Towson 
University’s 
Dance Team 
dropped nearly 
100 bags in the 
church stair-
well. God is 
GOOD!  
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Moment on a Mission: Communion Offering 

June : Earl’s Place 
Cornerstone Community Housing is a community and faith-based 501(c) (3) non-
profit with a twofold mission. The organization is dedicated to helping men experi-
encing homelessness rebuild their lives and to changing attitudes toward homeless-
ness through outreach and education.  Cornerstone manages Earl’s Place in Balti-

more, MD and Prospect Place in Rosedale, MD. Earl’s Place provides 17 men with a stable address, and a place to 
receive mail and phone calls.  Perhaps most importantly, Earl’s Place is a place to call home.  Concerns such as hav-
ing a clean, safe place to sleep, shower and keep their belongings are alleviated. Case managers work with the 
men to develop goals and locate community services, such as housing, employment, education, healthcare and 
more. For more information, visit www.cchbaltimore.org. 
 
July: Fresh Fruits Farm 
First Fruits Farm is a non-profit Christian ministry dedicated to providing fresh, nutritious 
produce to those experiencing hunger in the Mid-Atlantic region. Since 2004, thousands of 
area volunteers have helped harvest over 18 million pounds of fruits and vegetables to 
share with local food banks, homeless shelters, soup kitchens and other food providers.  
Our own church members, notably Youth Group and Mission Work Area team members, 
often volunteer at Fresh Fruits Farm to “harvest” for the hungry; and they always enjoy 
their time on the farm. Find more information at www.freshfruitsfarm.org 
 
August: Hampton Land Child Development Center (CDC) 
Hampton Lane Child Development Center (CDC) is a mission of Towson Church! The CDC’s mission is: to provide a 
quality preschool and child development program where all children are given the opportunity to develop to their 
full potential. The Center promotes positive values such as honesty, empathy, fairness, caring, cooperation, re-
spect and acceptance. The Center values and recognizes each child as a unique individual while also helping him/
her become an effective member of our Hampton Lane community by creating a warm nurturing bond among chil-
dren, their families, and the faculty. The Center values the partnerships that are developed with parents: working 
with them, supporting them in their role as parents and sharing knowledge about child development and develop-
mentally appropriate practices.  
 
The Hampton Lane CDC is a certified pre-school with the Maryland State Department of Education and an exem-
plary member of Maryland Excels, a quality early childhood and school-age program that extends additional recog-
nition to schools that exceed Maryland State requirements. Erin Rigley is the CDC’s longtime Director.  
 
Your generous giving to Hampton Lane CDC allows this 
mission to provide a stellar pre-school experience to near-
ly 50 students each year. For more information, visit 
www.hamptonlanecdc.com. 

 

Sunday Worship:  Give the first Sunday 
of each month at church or mail your 
donation to the Business Office. Be sure 
to note the specific monthly mission on 
your check.   
 

 

Celebrate Your Special Day by Giving:  
Do you have a birthday or anniversary 
coming up? Consider asking friends and 
family to donate to your charity of 
choice in lieu of gifts. 
 
 

 

Matching Gifts:  Does your company 
sponsor a matching gift program? If so, 
ask the human resources department 
for forms and information. Thank you 
for your generosity! 

How to Give Visit www.towsonchurch.org and click ‘GIVE’ on the home page to donate NOW. 
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Business Office Tips 
Do you know there are several different ways to bless our 

church missions and ministries with your contributions?  

Here are the different ways to send in your contributions: 

 Cash or Check placed in the offering box before or 

after worship. Please consider using an envelope in-

cluding your name when donating cash. 

 Mail check donations to Towson Church at 501 Hamp-

ton Lane, Towson, MD 21286. 

 Online Banking Set up online banking to send money 

from your account. You control the frequency and 

amount sent. The bank sends a check to Towson UMC.  

Set up Towson UMC as a “vendor” and include your 

envelope number if you have one —and name as 

“account number.”  

 Online-Giving (Credit Cards and Electronic Funds 

Transfers) Giving online, with credit cards and with 

electronic fund transfers, is easy and allows you to set 

up automatic recurring contributions. Contributions 

can be deducted automatically from your checking or 

savings account at any time, or can be processed using 

a credit/debit card.  

 

Follow these easy steps for 

online giving: 

-  Visit our website at 
www.towsonchurch.org. 

-  Choose ‘Give’ on the main 
menu; click “Give Here” 

-  Follow the onscreen instructions to create an online   
profile and schedule recurring contributions.  

 

 Stock Transfer Stocks and mutual funds may be trans-

ferred to Towson Church’s broker.  Details may be ob-

tained from the Business Office at 410.823.6511.  

Everyone is called to be faithful servants.  We pray you find 

the level of giving that is right for you as you progress in 

your journey of faith and commitment.  Your pledges and 

contributions are a critical part of how we can make a 

difference in our church, our community and our world.  

As always, contact Kim Ayres in the Business Office for 
questions or assistance. 

410.823.6511 : kayres@towsonumc.org  

Even Pebbles Make Ripples Have you ever skipped a stone across the water’s 

surface? And watched the ripples spread wider?  

That’s how it is when you give to your church 

through your will. Your gift, no matter the size, 

makes a big difference. 

To make a gift to Towson UMC, simply include 

the following statement (with the amounts speci-

fied) in your will:  

“ I give $ ____ (or ____%) of my disposable   

estate to Towson United Methodist Church.”  

Go ahead. Toss one in. 



 

 

 

CALENDAR 
June 1 to August 31, 2021 

 

Sunday Worship at 10:15 AM   

— live, livestream and recorded — 
 

JUNE 

All June  Communion Offering: Earl’s Place 

All Sun  Worship, 10:15 AM 

June 6  Drive-By Goodbye Parade for  

  Rev Mark Johnson, 11:00 AM 

June 13  2021 Graduate Recognition, 10:15 AM 

  Wheelie FUN & Friends, 1:30 PM 

  Youth Group Hike & Hangout, 5:00 PM 

June 19  Emergency Food Pantry, 9-10:30 AM 

 

JULY 

July 1  Welcome Rev Stephanie White 

All July  Communion Offering: Fresh Fruits Farm 

All Sun  Worship weekly at 10:15 AM 

Thurs  “Walk in the Light” Summer Picnics 

  Join Us on July 8, 15, 22, and 29.  

July 11  Rev Stephanie White PREACHES 

  Meet & Greet Outdoors, 11:00 AM 

July 17  Emergency Food Pantry, 9-10:30 AM 

 

AUGUST 

All Aug  Communion Offering: Hampton Lane CDC 

All Sun  Worship weekly at 10:15 AM  

All Thurs  “Walk in the Light” Summer Picnics 

  Join us on Aug 5, 12, 19, and 26.   

Aug 21  Emergency Food Pantry, 9-10:30 AM 
 

SEPT 

All Sept  Communion Offering:   

  Disaster Relief 

All Sun  Worship, 10:15 AM 

Sept 18  Emergency Food Pantry, 9-10:30 AM 
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Shop from Home and Send 
FREE $ to Our Church!  

Now that we are all spending more time at home 
and, perhaps, less time shopping in public, this is an 
excellent opportunity to select Towson Church as the 
recipient of our online Amazon shopping sprees!  

You can select our church as an approved charity 
with Amazon Smile each time you checkout online.  
This will prompt the AmazonSmile Foundation to send 
their generous donations directly to us—WOW!   

To designate our church as the recipient of your 
online shopping, log onto www.smile.amazon.com and 
choose “Towson United Methodist Church.”   

You will see the church’s name under the search 
box at the top of the page, following the word 
“supporting.” Every time you check out, our church 
gets a monetary donation — and every little bit helps 
keep the missions and ministries moving and grooving 
at Towson Church.  

Towson United Methodist Church is a community of 
Christ-followers growing in love of God and neighbor. 
This is what we, at Towson UMC, believe Christian 
discipleship is, what we are to be, and what Jesus 
meant when he sent his followers to “make disci-
ples”— We believe every person is of sacred worth 
and created in God’s image. We commit to Jesus’ 
example of inclusive love, care, and intentional hos-
pitality with persons of every race, ethnicity, age, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, marital status, 
faith story, physical or mental ability, economic sta-
tus, or political perspective. We respect our diversity 
of opinion and expressions of faith. Therefore, as 
God loves us, so let us love and serve in the name of 
Christ. — adopted by the Towson UMC Church Council February 

2, 2015 

Thank you for making 
Towson Church your 

church home. We’re glad 
you are here!  

Welcome Statement 
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SUMMER 2021 

Join our online community! 
 facebook.com/towsonumc 

 www.youtube.com              

Subscribe to Towson United Methodist Church 

Sundays - 10:15 AM Weekly    

Worship each week with us — in the 
sanctuary pews or at home via our 
livestream/recorded service on YouTube. 
We share communion on the first Sunday of 
each month with a richly varied service that 
blends a variety of musical talents.  
 
Currently, we’re following all COVID-19 
safety protocols to ensure good health. Face 
masks and physical distancing required on 
church campus. Touch-free giving options 
and individually-wrapped communion 
elements available. Check-In and health 
screening required through our Save-A-Seat 
program. Call 410.823.6511 for details.  
 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
June 1, 2021 — August 31, 2021 


